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10 THE COSMOS CLUB

tion of this sort, constitute such a valuable part of its history,
and which only those who participated in the early life of the
Club would be able to furnish.”

In February 1939 a committee was appointed to consider the
feasibility of establishing the office of Club Historian and a bio-
graphical file relating to Cosmos Club members. On March 15,
1939, the committee reported to the Board recommending that
the Board of Management appoint a Historian who would es-
tablish a card index of references to Club members past and
present. The committee estimated that the data could be ob-
tained from Who's Who in America and other published sources
in 85 percent of the cases. Questionnaires and research in obit-
uary notices, etc., would attempt to fill in the biographical gaps
on the remaining 15 percent. The committee recommended an
appropriation of $100 to cover expected costs in 1939. The
Board accepted the report insofar as it involved no cost but de-
ferred authorization of any expenditure to support the project.

A project to study the possibility of compiling a complete list
of Cosmos Club members was, in 1940, put in the hands of a
special committee consisting of W. C. Huntington, J. E. Graf,
and L. H. Adams. On September 26, 1940, the committee re-
ported to the Board of Management that it was “unanimously
favorable towards the idea of publishing such a list.” The list
would, the committee noted, constitute a valuable historical rec-
ord. For reasons of economy the committee recommended that
the reference for each individual be kept to two printed lines.
Thomas M. Spaulding was recommended as a “happy choice”
for editor. The report of the committee was approved in prin-
ciple and the President was authorized to appoint a committee
to undertake the preparation of the proposed listing, which was
to include in it “a concise statement of the Club’s history.”

The list—the so-called “Red Book’—was published in 1941
and listed all members from the beginning to March 1941. It
included a short preface by Colonel Spaulding. Spaulding, in
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Ernst Posner and Waldo G. Leland were the other members of
the committee. The proposal to prepare a history was a bypro-
duct of the Special Committee on Admissions Policies and Pro-
cedures chaired by Leland, which, among its several recommen-
dations, had urged “that a complete and major history of the
Club might be an important means of perpetuating the high
character of its membership.”

Dr. Buck’s committee, however, had its eyes primarily on pre-
serving the records of the Club. His group brought in Norman
Pfeiffer of the staff of the National Records Management Coun-
cil of New York to make a walk-through survey of the Club re-
cords, which were found in at least three different places in the
Clubhouse and garage. The Council also submitted to the com-
mittee about February 3, 1955, a report entitled “The Cosmos
Club: Archival Appraisal and Control Program.’”” Buck’s com-
mittee concluded that the records problem of the Club could be
solved only by providing at least a part-time paid employee to
serve as archivist or record officer, who should assemble all the
noncurrent records of the Club in one place, should eliminate
and dispose of any material of no further value, and should ar-
range, file, pack, and shelve the remainder in such manner that
its continued preservation would be likely. Buck hoped that it
might be possible to employ a full-time archivist-librarian to
serve both library and archive functions, but efforts to achieve
an understanding with the Library Committee were unsuccessful.
He concluded that the Club should do nothing further about
its noncurrent records until it could see its way clear to obtain-
ing the services of a competent archivist or records officer. Buck
recommended that his committee be discharged and a new one
appointed if the objective of a “complete and major history”
was desired.

The Club Executive, David J. Guy, concurred in Buck’s rec-
ommendation, at the same time pleading the inability of the
Club staff and the librarian to extend their work beyond their
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Secretary pro tem proposed sardonically that the word Club
should also be spelled with a “K”—‘just for symmetry, you
know.” Pritchett, in reminiscing on the matter at the fiftieth an-
niversary of the founding, reported that Professor Holden had
proposed the name Saturn Club but that after long discussion
the name was turned down. The records indicate, however, that
the name Saturn did not make it to the final balloting stage at
which “Kosmos” garnered four votes, ‘“Scientific’’ one, “Joseph
Henry” one, and “Cosmos” twenty-one. The name Cosmos Club
of Washington City, as originally proposed by Mallery, was there-
upon unanimously adopted, and the meeting adjourned to Jan-
uary 6, 1879, at 8 p.m. in the new Club rooms in the Cor-
coran Building.

Before the next meeting could take place, however, the Club’s
first crisis arose. It was learned that several members of the
Philosophical Society of Washington proposed the establish-
ment of a club similar to the Cosmos, perhaps by transforming
the Philosophical Society into a club. The Philosophical Society,
a formal outgrowth of the informal “Scientific Club” or “Satur-
day Club” established by Joseph Henry, first secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution, in the 1850s, acknowledged Henry’s
leadership. Formed in the Regents’ Room of the Smithsonian
on March 13, 1871, at a meeting called by Henry in response to
the request of forty-three Washingtonians interested in creating
such a society, the members chose Henry as its first president.
As “a society for the advancement of science” it served a role Henry
thought necessary in order to establish a more authoritative
position for science in American society. Its tradition of evening
dress for participants (still maintained by the president and
speaker at each meeting) symbolized its concern with establish-
ing the dignity of science. Its formal papers and careful com-
ments constituted the main business of its meetings. Refresh-
ments were allowed, but only at the conclusion of the scholarly
session. The Cosmos Club reversed the priorities.













































34 THE COSMOS CLUB

side of the second floor of the Dolley Madison House in rooms
then used for cards, by Dr. Coolidge (the Club manager), and
for a Board room. These rooms were to be connected by a “lift”
with the office on the main floor. Toilet facilities were to be re-
arranged to provide for women clerks.

(2) Remodeling the Cameron stable for an assembly hall.

(3) Establishing a commissary and cold-storage plant in the
existing assembly hall.

(4) Utilizing the third and dormer floors of the Cameron
House for bedrooms.

World War I, with its influx of scholars into Washington,
many of whom found lodging and board at the Cosmos Club,
delayed the completion of the alterations, but on January 13,
1919, in the new assembly hall converted from the Cameron
House stable, the Board of Management proudly reported on
the completion of the renovation of the Cameron House. The
new assembly hall, costing $15,000, was thirty-one feet wide,
sixty-four feet long, and twenty-four feet high and had a seating
capacity of about g3oo. It was equipped with a fireproof lantern
booth containing a Simplex motion-picture lantern and a 1,000
candle-power, nitrogen-filled Balopticon projection lantern. The
Board reported that the hall was already reserved for virtually
every night of the year.

Although each acquisition of property was looked upon as
meeting the needs of the Club for the foreseeable future, the
rapid growth of membership and their needs brought the un-
foreseeable future quickly in view. In October 1921, John C.
Hoyt, former chairman of the House Committee, addressed the
members of the Club in a printed pamphlet entitled Development
of the Cosmos Club. Hoyt, in his introduction, noted that within
the next year the Cosmos Club would have to consider the
question of refunding its indebtedness on the Cameron-Tayloe
House, which was then covered by a $200,000 deed of trust due
November 24, 1922. Hoyt observed that in its 42-year history
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final disposition by any board of officers except after a full op-
portunity of the Club itself to pass on any proposal.

No specific action was taken as a result of Hoyt’s initiative,
but the Club continued nevertheless to expand. Early in 1928
the availability of 1516 H Street just to the east of its existing
property was brought to the attention of the Board. On March
12, 1928, the Secretary reported the purchase of the property at
a price of $80,000. It was assumed that the carrying charges of
the building would be more than balanced by the increase in
sale value of the total property of the Club thus enhanced, but
in fact the Depression put the Club under grave financial strain
to meet its payments on the house. During 1932 it cost $2,873.26
more in interest, taxes, etc., than receipts for rentals brought in
although the entire building was occupied throughout the year.
With the mortgage coming due in 1933, the Club was faced
with a crisis, which was resolved at an April 3, 1933, meeting at
which it was determined to use the Endowment Fund to reduce
the mortgage indebtedness to the extent necessary to secure an
extension of the mortgage note for a future term.

The growth of the executive branch of government in the
vicinity of the White House in the period between World Wars
I and II cast doubt on the ability of the Club to maintain its
presence on Lafayette Square. The intentions of Congress were
made explicit by an act of March g1, 1930, directing the Secre-
tary of the Treasury to acquire all the privately owned land on
Madison Place, though no time limit was set. In September
1939 the United States offered the Club $1,000,000 for its
properties on the square. The offer—which could also be per-
ceived as a threat since few doubted the power of the U.S.
government to take the property by eminent domain if the Club
refused to sell—set in motion feverish activity on the part of con-
cerned members. A diehard minority urged holding out at all
costs. Herbert Friedenwald, in a letter of March 26, 1940, to
Louis H. Tripp, insisted that “there was enough intelligence
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what might be termed the Palace Square,” Fleming urged fur-
ther negotiation not only with the government but also with
other potential purchasers. “The Cosmos Club now needs a
David Harum,” Fleming wrote, “—a good ‘Hoss Trader’ is al-
ways an excellent asset in any organization.”

A special committee under Leason H. Adams was appointed
by the Board of Management to consider certain aspects of the
proposed sale of the Cosmos Club property to the government
and especially to determine what funds would be available for
securing other quarters if the property were sold. The com-
mittee’s report of January 6, 1940, after discussing aspects of the
proposed sale to the government, listed various alternative sites
and indicated its belief that “any new location should preferably
be within two or three blocks and not more than four or five
blocks from the present location.” It noted that a map prepared
in the Secretary’s office showed strikingly that the geographical
center of the office addresses of the Club membership was not
far from the Club’s Lafayette Square site. Although generally
sticking to its four- or five-block rule, the committee considered
a few sites further away. One site was the Levi P. Morton prop-
erty at 1500 Rhode Island Avenue and another was the Patton
property at 2122 Massachusetts Avenue at Q Street just across
the street from the Townsend Mansion, which was eventually
to become the Club’s new home.

One of the most interesting possibilities considered by the
committee was an amalgamation with the Metropolitan Club.
The proposal—never formalized—was broached late in 1939 in
a conversation between Sidney Taliaferro and the president of
the Metropolitan Club in which the latter indicated that the
Metropolitan Club might consider favorably the sale of its
property to the Cosmos Club for the amount of the Metro-
politan’s indebtedness ($635,000), the Cosmos Club waiving its
membership requirements for a limited period and taking over
the entire membership of the Metropolitan Club. As Adams
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idly by. As early as December 21, 1938, Frank Conger Baldwin
discussed before the Board the feasibility of forming the archi-
tects of the Club into ““a group of ‘Allied Architects’ for the pur-
pose of rendering architectural service to the Club at such times
as the Club may need them, more especially when it undertakes
new construction at some new location.” Baldwin’s offer to as-
semble such a group as his service to the Club met with “enthu-
siastic approval.” Little was done, however, until on March 28,
1940, the Board of Management received a letter from Past
President Adams refreshing the Board’s memory about Bald-
win’s offer. The Board thereupon expressed the hope that the
offer could be brought up for definite action at the proper time.

The architects of the Club gathered on May 3 under acting
chairman Louis A. Simon and acting secretary Horace W.
Peaslee, following an invitation of April 27 from the chairman
to express their opinions on the best method for the Board to
adopt in selecting an architect for the proposed new building.
Fifteen architects attended the meeting and others wrote letters.
Many of the Club’s architects advocated some sort of team or
group competition organized in the fashion of the already exist-
ing Allied Architects organization. No one went so far as Mr.
Peaslee who advocated, as he put it in his minutes of the meet-
ing, “a modified form of allied cooperative competition, where-
by the best ideas could be culled from any scheme submitted.”
Peaslee proposed that the architects, as an example to the land-
scape architects, sculptors, painters, and builders of the Club,
contribute their talent without pay. A normal fee would be
charged for the direct and indirect costs of drafting, overhead,
etc., as well as for the time of the architects’ work, but the net
profit would be donated to the Club for some special feature
such as richly carved woodwork. All the architects agreed that
the prime requirement was to capture the atmosphere of the old
Club in the new, but many saw the job in more prosaic terms as
a restaurant or hotel problem. The meeting ended with Peas-
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sites to report to the Advisory Committee of Eleven and to the
Board of Management. Henry C. Morris was appointed chair-
man of the committee and Sullivan was invited to act as con-
sulting architect to assist the committee.

While the Club’s architects were trying to decide how they
should approach the problem of designing a new Clubhouse,
the Board of Management was attempting to select an adequate
site. A prime candidate was the Porter property on the south-
west corner of 16th and Eye Streets, NW, and a serious nego-
tiation with the owner, the Library of Congress Trust Fund,
explored the possibility of its acquisition by outright purchase,
by lease with option to buy, or by deferred payment.

The Advisory Committee of Eleven, on May 23, 1940, after
hearing from the Committee on Sites, voted to recommend to
the Board of Management that a firm offer for the Porter prop-
erty be made on a $13,000-a-year-rental basis (4 percent of an
agreed option price of $325,000) with an irrevocable option to
purchase the property at an agreed price on or before thirty
years from the date of the contract. Refinements in the proposed
agreement were made on both sides, by Archibald MacLeish,
Librarian of Congress and secretary of the Library of Congress
Trust Fund Board, and by the Board of Management of the
Cosmos Club in June and July 1940. Although agreement was
nearly reached, negotiations broke down over the reluctance of
a majority of the members of the Board of Management to ac-
cept a proposal to get around the prohibition imposed by the
Club membership on March 27 against spending more than the
net proceeds of the sale of the old Clubhouse. The proposal, by
Frederic A. Delano, called for a deferred payment plan which
would have kept the Club’s expenditures within the $600,000
limit set by the Club membership but would have incurred a
mortgage indebtedness that would have imposed a future obli-
gation on the Club.

The Advisory Committee of Eleven approved Delano’s plan
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borrowing and the instructions of the membership to the Board
to bring to completion plans for a new Clubhouse.

Although the architects had finished their plans in July 1941
the rapid rise in the cost of construction material and labor
caused the estimates of the cost of the proposed building to be
far in excess of the funds available. Because of the international
crisis the Board also considered it “‘extremely problematical as
to whether the construction of the new building could proceed
without great risk of interruption for possible long periods of
time, and the consequent increase in cost to the club if the con-
tractor were relieved of the risk which he would otherwise as-
sume.” The Board concluded, therefore, that it was not advis-
able at that time to attempt to start building construction. It
hoped that the government, in consideration of the service the
Club was rendering to the national defense, would allow it to
continue in its old quarters on lease.

While the Club’s existence was preserved during the war by
the government’s continued willingness to lease the Lafayette
Square Clubhouse to the Club, future prospects for an accept-
able new Clubhouse grew increasingly dim. In 1944 a newly
adopted zoning regulation of the District of Columbia required
that thereafter any building erected as a lodging, private club,
or the like had to provide space to accommodate motor-driven
vehicles according to a formula relating to the number of sleep-
ing rooms in the building. The Club was thus faced with the al-
ternative of modifying its existing plans or securing additional
land for parking. When a lot became available to the west of its
purchase on H Street it was acquired with accumulated re-
serves and the step ratified by the Club at its annual meeting
in 1945. The enlarged site made possible a greatly expanded
building plan, and the architects, at the request of the Board of
Management, prepared a new scheme. This plan was approved
by the Building Committee and submitted to a joint meeting of
the Board of Management and the Advisory Committee of
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Eleven on July 30, 1945. The plan was approved at this meeting
and the architects authorized to proceed under it.

But as building costs continued to rise, so did the Club’s
problems multiply. Although the architects explained the new
plans at a general Club meeting on December 18 at which lan-
tern slides were shown and discussed and authority requested to
borrow up to $300,000, the meeting adjourned without action.
The latent resentment of those who had not wished to sell the
old Clubhouse or who had preferred a different location for the
new Clubhouse was evident in the attacks on the character of
the new building plans. The opponents of immediate accep-
tance of the building plans introduced a motion to table those
plans and instruct the Board of Management to ask the govern-
ment to allow the Club to continue in its old home as long as
possible. Reconsideration of the Porter site and other sites was
also urged. The acrimony was not one-sided. Members of the
Club leadership attacked the opponents of the proposed new
building with more than a little heat. To add to the frustration
of all concerned, the overcoats of both Louis Simon, chairman
of the Building Committee, and Arthur Heaton, one of the ar-
chitects, were evidently stolen from the Club cloakroom dur-
ing one of the preliminary meetings preceding the Club meeting.

At the annual meeting of January 21, 1946, the Building
Committee reported on its five-year effort to bring the Club’s
building project to a successful issue. The report noted that the
architects had been requested to stop work and that the project
once again stood suspended. Although the Club accepted a
Board resolution designed to get the project on track again,
even to the point of estimating the borrowing required if the
Club lacked sufficient cash, the following year was spent largely
in handwringing. The architects complained about the frequent
changes made in the Club’s plans and the basis on which their
fees were computed. By the end of the year it was apparent that
a new approach was required and, on the recommendation of
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to the Advisory Committee of Eleven. The Board decided also
to put a carefully worded discussion of the issue before the mem-
bership after the reports had come in.

At the August 17 meeting of the Board Curtis P. Clausen,
chairman of the Building, Finance, and Construction Commit-
tee, reported, after a recent meeting with Mr. Lyon, that the
latter was “determined to send a statement of some sort di-
rectly to the Club members despite the desire of the Board of
Management not to do so.” Although the Board had preferred
to issue a fuller and more informative statement after study of
the Lyon report by other cognizant committees, it voted to
duplicate the Lyon report in extenso, and to distribute it to all
Club members with a covering letter from the Board of Man-
agement explaining that the report raised “certain significant
questions” that were being studied by other committees of
the Club.

The Lyon committee report, as issued August 22, 1949, con-
tained a covering letter signed by Secretary Piggot pointing out
the risks to the Club in carrying an indebtedness in excess of
$3,000,000, the questionable validity of calculating rental in-
come on a g5 percent occupancy rate, the possible adverse ef-
fect of a commercial-type building on Club members’ exemp-
tion from taxes on dues, along with similar cautionary com-
ments. The letter asked for opinions and comments from the
membership.

In the meantime, Curtis Clausen, chairman of the Building,
Finance, and Construction Committee, reported to the Board of
Management in a letter of September 16, which was considered
by the Board at its September 21 meeting. The Clausen com-
mittee report accepted the financial feasibility of the Lyon re-
port but felt that “intangible things . . . such as the distinctive
atmosphere and environment, which we feel the Club now pos-
sesses, would be most difficult to perpetuate.” The committee
also worried about the desirability of borrowing for the purpose.
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So the Clausen committee recommended that no action be
taken on the Lyon report. Following the meeting of the Board of
September 21, at which other letters of opposition to the Lyon
proposal were read, the Clausen committee report was referred
to the Advisory Committee of Eleven.

A particularly negative letter was sent to Secretary Piggot by
Arthur Stanley Riggs, dated October 6. In his letter Riggs at-
tacked the calculations of the Lyon committee report. Riggs
suggested that a 35 percent vacancy rate should have been as-
sumed for the rental property rather than a 5 percent rate, and
questioned other calculations of the committee. Riggs, a mem-
ber since 1917, feared that acceptance of the proposal would
mean “‘that the Club, from being the intellectual, scientific,
literary and artistic group which has stood head and shoulders
above every other in the country, will be degraded to the level
of just another club of no distinction beyond a terrific debt, a
white elephant building, and bankruptcy in the offing.”

Fortunately for the opponents of the Lyon scheme, a realistic
alternative presented itself almost simultaneously. At the same
meeting of the Board of Management at which Mr. Clausen
presented his negative report on the Lyon proposal, he also
made a favorable report on the Townsend (Welles) property
then on the market at Massachusetts and Florida Avenues. It
was the “overwhelming opinion of the Board,” as the minutes
noted, “that this property provides an ideal solution to the
Club’s problem of a future home.” It was thought that the
property could be obtained at a figure which, after some re-
modeling, would still leave the Club with a substantial bank
account. It was voted to refer the proposal to a joint meeting of
the Board of Management, the Advisory Committee of Eleven,
and the Building, Finance, and Construction Committee.

The joint meeting was held on September 26. It was pointed
out that the Townsend House was still in the first taxi zone (an
important feature of all Washington transportation decisions)
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daughter Mathilde married Senator Peter Goelet Gerry of
Rhode Island in 1910 in the ballroom, now the Warne Lounge.
The marriage ended in divorce in 1925, and Mrs. Gerry be-
came Mrs. Sumner Welles, wife of the Under Secretary of State
during the administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt. President-
elect and Mrs. Roosevelt lived in the house in January 1933,
prior to his inauguration.

During World War 11, the stable of the house was operated
by the American Women’s Volunteer Service, while the house
was leased to the Canadian Women’s Army Corps to house
150 women.

On Mrs. Welles’s death in 1949, the property passed to Mr.
Welles, one of the trustees of her estate, from whom the Club
purchased the property.

Reaction to the acquisition of the Townsend Mansion was
varied. Sumner Welles, on February 7, 1950, from Palm Beach,
Florida, wrote that I feel certain that my wife would have been
glad to have had her mother’s house bought by the Cosmos
Club since in this way a dignified and worthy use can be made
of the property and in this way also the fagade of the house can
be preserved.” “The fagade,” Welles noted, “always seemed to
both of us one of the finest examples of the work of Carrére and
Hastings and I am thankful that it can now be preserved.”

RENovATION BEGINS

Charles H. Tompkins, writing to Curtis P. Clausen, newly
elected President of the Club, on January 18, 1950, sought to
explain the pique he had displayed in a comment to Mr. Morris
upon hearing that another construction organization had been
called in to prepare an estimate of the cost of remodeling the
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heat conspired to defeat the ever-growing demand for cooler
air. Some scientific members may also have shared Dr. René
Dubos’s belief, as expressed in a proposal addressed to the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences some years later, that an intensive
investigation should be first made to determine whether the
body’s natural ability to adapt to extreme heat or cold is not
reduced and respiratory and circulatory disorders increased by
the shift from hot humid summer air to cool dry air-condi-
tioned air.

The proponents of air conditioning grew more vocal as the
summer heat increased. On July 30, 1953, seventeen Club mem-
bers (among them Elliott Roberts and Julian Berla) signed a
petition to President Faulkner expressing their belief that “a
widespread desire among resident members for air-conditioning
of the clubhouse’ now coincided with the financial ability of the
Club to afford this improvement. The signers noted that ““if we
can judge by the almost universal example of restaurant opera-
tors, air-conditioning is just simply good business.”

The concern with air conditioning led to the formation of a
committee on air conditioning. In its report of December 15,
1953, the committee, utilizing the expertise and estimates of
fellow Club member M. X. Wilberding, a mechanical engineer
expert in air-conditioning matters, calculated that air condi-
tioning could be achieved in most areas of the Club (eliminating
the Main—Warne—Lounge and Auditorium) for an estimated
cost of $28,035. The committee suggested that a bond issue be
floated among the membership for $30,000 and hoped that
many of those calling for air conditioning would feel constrained
to contribute toward a fund for the purpose.

In the following years the debate over air conditioning con-
tinued. David J. Guy, the Club’s Executive, pointed out that
the loss in revenue in the dining rooms in the four summer
months (amounting to a total of $66,68g for the years 1941—
1954), if reduced by $2,000 a month, could help pay for the in-
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and loyal supporters of the cause of the United States and her
Allies in the present war.”

The Stangeland affair would not down. On October 28,
1918, the Board received a letter from Francis Walker noting
that though Stangeland’s guilt was still in question, it seemed
safe to assume that he had acted in a manner that would render
further association with the Club undesirable. Walker urged
that Stangeland be dropped from Club membership, adding,
“I think there are also several other members of the Club—
some of them residents—whose loyalty is justly under suspicion
and I would favor dropping them also.”

Another letter, from Simon N. D. North, the Secretary of the
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, on June 22,
1918, asked that article 10 of the bylaws, which provided that
no member could be suspended from the privileges of member-
ship or expelled by the Club except by vote of three-fourths of
the members present and voting at a stated meeting with one
month’s previous notice given, be suspended during the war
since the bylaw had been adopted in time of peace without con-
sideration of the changed conditions which a state of war in-
volved. North thought it the duty of the Board of Management
to take immediate action by regarding this bylaw as tempo-
rarily suspended by the laws of the United States and urged the
Board to proceed at once to the suspension of Stangeland.

Other members joined the chorus seeking to expel Stange-
land, but the Board of Management resisted the pressure to
suspend the bylaws, and, on January 20, 1919, the Board was
informed by the Secretary that Stangeland had been acquitted
of the charges brought against him. Judge Smith was requested
to report on the matter, which he did on January 27 noting that
the case had been dismissed by the government because there
was no evidence to sustain the truth of the charge. Indeed, a
letter from James Smith, U.S. Court of Customs Appeals, on
January 24, 1919, called the matter a “tempest in a teapot,” the
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grounds for even suspecting Stangeland having been of no sub-
stance whatever. The Attorney General’s office held Stange-
land entirely blameless. The Board, therefore, recommended to
a meeting of the Club on February 10, 1919, that Stangeland’s
suspension be terminated and he be restored to the privileges of
membership. The Club accepted the recommendation of the
Board. Indeed, the dues of Stangeland were remitted for the
second half of 1918, by an action of April 14, 1919, because of
his “undeserved suspension.”

In the period between World War I and World War II the
Club continued to serve its usual purpose of a meeting ground
of minds. On January 7, 1934, John Collier, Commissioner of
Indian Affairs (as his biographer notes), called a conference at
the Cosmos Club to unite various groups such as the Indian
Rights Association, the American Indian Defense Association,
the National Association on Indian Affairs, and other groups
behind a program to replace the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887
with what became the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934.
Lewis Merriam, whose published report, The Problem of Indian
Administration, had laid the ground for the reforms of the Collier
era, chaired the session. The groups meeting at the Cosmos
Club proposed some of the reforms that marked a turning point
in America’s legislative treatment of the American Indian.

Just before World War II the Club, as recounted in another
section, sold its Clubhouse to the U.S. government. But be-
cause of the difficulty, if not impossibility, of building a new
Clubhouse on another site, the Club was forced to request the
government to allow it to continue to occupy its old premises on
a rental basis. Various efforts were made at this time to con-
vince high government officials that the Club was serving a use-
ful national defense purpose. As World War I was the chemists’
war, so World War II was the physicists’ war, and the Club was
flooded with scientists—especially physicists—from all over the
country. This time James B. Conant dined on a basis of intimacy
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needed to get action at once. The same afternoon I called on Conant
and Briggs in their offices and got their approval of my initial budget,
some $300,000 for the first half year.

Using the Cosmos Club telephone in my room I spent most of the
evening talking with people whom I needed to work with me on the
project. Among these in particular was Enrico Fermi, then in New
York City.

On the following morning, Sunday, December 7, I left the Club to
take the train for New York. At Wilmington, a passenger boarding
the train said the radio had announced that the Japanese were at-
tacking Pearl Harbor.

The Cosmos Club was called upon throughout the war to
justify its existence and its need to continue to occupy the old
quarters. And it continued to do so to the satisfaction of the
government. Perhaps the service that the Club performed for
the government at this time—*“a service that the Government
cannot perform for itself, that cannot be commanded, that can-
not be organized and directed”’—was best put by Waldo G.
Leland in his address to the sixty-fifth anniversary dinner of the
Club on November 16, 1943:

The service lies in this: that the Cosmos Club provides the place,
the occasion, and the opportunity for that informal and intimate
meeting of minds among those who have to do with the mobilization
and application of the nation’s intellectual resources that must be
assured if that mobilization is to be in the highest degree effective.
The most fruitful meeting of minds does not ordinarily come about
through formal meetings and conferences—the occasion must be
more intimate, more casual; it must take place in an atmosphere
conducive to free exchange of views and to a certain sort of intellec-
tual expansion; it must also take place where many intellectual roads
cross and where ideas of the most different sorts will encounter each
other. Such a place is the Cosmos Club.

This war has been called the physicists’ war, just as the first World
War has been called the chemists’ war, but of course those terms fall
far short of describing the scope of the effort that we are making. It is
a war of all intellectual processes, of search for knowledge and the






HISTORY 93

Finally, I would like to point out that the Cosmos Club is the
natural meeting ground of the official with the non-official. In time
of war and mobilization of intellectual resources much of the non-
official is absorbed into the official, but there remains, nevertheless,
an important element of the non-official. No one can have failed to
observe the trend during the last quarter of a century toward con-
sultation of Government agencies with scholars and scientists not in
Government service. The growth of advisory committees attached to
Government agencies indicates how general this practice has be-
come. The development of the great research councils has made
available to Government as never before—in normal times as well as
in times of emergency—the services of the nation’s intellectual per-
sonnel. In time of war, still greater dependence is placed upon these
non-official agencies, and new specialized agencies, like the Ethno-
geographic Board, are formed to meet new demands. The Cosmos
Club is the place, indicated above all other places, for the establish-
ment and maintenance of such contacts, and it has served as such
with increasing frequency and effectiveness for many years.

The desire of the Club to further the public service that the intel-
lectual world may render to the nation, its liberal policy with regard
to the use of its privileges, and its atmosphere of cordial and simple
hospitality, have brought it about that the Cosmos Club has become
a valued auxiliary of the Government, performing services that
Government itself cannot perform and yet that are indispensable and
that are rendered without cost to the public treasury.

Indeed, it has often been said, perhaps jocularly, that the
most important place in Washington, during World War 11,
was the Cosmos Club, unless it was Union Station at the mo-
ment when the night train from Boston arrived.

The role of the Cosmos Club as a “‘common meeting ground”
for scholars in the “soft” and “hard” sciences as well as in the
humanities has been acknowledged by the leading historian of
Washington, D.C., Constance McLaughlin Green. In her Wash-
ington: Capital City, 1879-1950 (Princeton, 1963), Mrs. Green
cited the diverse array of intellectuals who found exchange of
opinions at the Club valuable: men like Librarian of Congress
Herbert Putnam, statistician Francis Walker, biologist Austin






ORGANIZATION OF THE CLUB

THE knottiest of all problems facing a club dedi-
cated to the special purposes of the Cosmos Club is admission of
new members. A club that has both a scholarly and a social
character will often be torn between the respective poles of in-
tellect and congeniality. As the Special Committee on Admis-
sions Policies and Procedures put it in its Interim Report of
May 19, 1953, membership in the Cosmos Club is “not a right
but is a privilege which can be conferred only by consent and
which may justly be considered a recognition of merit, char-
acter and personality.”

DEVELOPMENT OF THE ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE

A committee on admissions was elected at the first annual
meeting of the Cosmos Club on January 13, 1879, along with a
House Committee and a Library Committee. The Admissions
Committee was to consist of ten members while the House and
Library committees were constituted with three members each.
The ten members of the Admissions Committee elected at that
first meeting were W. H. Mew, E. M. Gallaudet, O. T. Mason,
Edward Goodfellow, John R. Eastman, F. M. Endlich, Henry
Adams, Henry Gannett, C. H. Davis, and G. K. Gilbert. The
committee, after a preliminary screening process, recommended
to the entire Club membership at its monthly meetings those

95






ORGANIZATION 97

just learned of his rejection. He requested that the facts be given
to the Club.

At the February 6, 1882, meeting Simon Newcomb proposed
that a select committee of five be appointed by the chair to take
into consideration the future membership of the Club and to
recommend such measures for its increase as they should deem
conducive to the prosperity of the organization. The resolution
passed unanimously. At the March 6 meeting the select com-
mittee on membership recommended the passage of the follow-
ing resolution for the guidance of the Admissions Committee:
“Resolved: as the sense of the Club: That the Committee on
Admissions should confine its selection of candidates to members
of the learned professions, authors, artists, men of letters, and
men known as promoters of the objects of the Club.” That
resolution was taken up at the April 3 meeting, with forty-one
members present. The resolution was adopted with one change,
proposed by Horatio C. Burchard, substituting the words “men
of science” for “men of letters.”

Dissatisfaction with the admissions procedure seemed impos-
sible to eliminate. On November 3, 1884, a proposal to change
the bylaws to reduce the number of members of the Admissions
Committee from ten to nine had been presented. Clarence Dut-
ton, on December 1, sought to amend the proposed amendment
to expand the number from nine to twelve. His motion carried
twenty to two. At the next meeting, on January 10, 1885, thir-
teen members of the Club resigned, including a future Club
President and an Admissions Committee member; but whether
there was any connection between the change in the admissions
procedure and the resignations cannot be determined.

At the annual meeting held January 10, 1887, Grove Karl
Gilbert “called attention to the desirability of altering the com-
position of the Committee on Admissions so that the various
interests of the Club shall be properly represented.”” It is im-
possible to document exactly the nature of the dissatisfaction
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evant criteria were being applied to nominees resulted in the
resignation of the chairman and one member of the Admissions
Committee early in June 1952 after a nominee—a political
scientist—was rejected by the Admissions Committee. The two
committee members circulated a mimeographed letter to mem-
bers of the Club, dated January 8, 1953, complaining that the
Admissions Committee in the previous two years had come in-
creasingly to accept letters objecting to candidates “based on
the nominee’s economic, social, religious, philosophical, or po-
litical views or affiliation.”” The two charged that in one case the
committee had ‘““disregarded the scientific spirit” and had re-
sorted to “guilt by association.” They suggested that “‘essential
changes™ were necessary and proposed a special committee to
consider the matter.

Although the two were censured by the Board of Manage-
ment on February 18, 1953, for their infraction of the bylaws in
circulating to members of the Club a letter containing confiden-
tial Admissions Committee matters, a Special Committee on
Admissions Policies and Procedures (SCAPP), on the motion of
Waldo G. Leland at the annual meeting of the Club held Jan-
uary 19, 1953, was constituted to examine the admissions pro-
cess. Leland’s resolution called for the President to appoint a
five-member committee chosen from among former Presidents
of the Club and former members of the Admissions Committee.
Leland, in presenting the resolution, noted that the report of the
1949 committee on admissions procedures, of which he had been
a member, “was never considered in any meeting of the Club
and no effect was given to its recommendation beyond a slight
revision of the form for the Proposal of Members.”

The new committee appointed consisted of Past Presidents
Albert W. Atwood, Henry Grattan Doyle, Amos E. Taylor,
Alexander Wetmore, and Waldo G. Leland, chairman. The
committee proceeded with dispatch and thoroughness to consider
past admissions policies and to recommend new procedures. At
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gestions was that “a complete and major history of the Club”
be written to demonstrate that “the Cosmos Club is in fact a
national institution of scientific, scholarly, cultural, and educa-
tional interests, exercising an important influence upon intel-
lectual life and the public service.”

The committee noted also that while the intellectual range of
the Club’s membership had broadened to keep pace with the
rise of the social sciences and their application in administration
and government, it had lost representation in the humanities.
The report pointed out that creative artists, “who were nu-
merous in the early days of the Club, are now few in number.”
The committee made a statistical breakdown of the fields in
which members were expert and urged that an “annual table”
be published showing the “distribution of the total membership
of the Club among the fields of intellectual interest and the
professions.

BACKGROUND ON QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

One of the objectives of the Club, as stated in its Articles of
Incorporation, December 13, 1878, was the “advancement of its
members in science, literature, and art.”” The initial bylaws of
the Club, adopted in 1879, specified the qualifications of its 200
potential members as “‘persons interested in science or litera-
ture.” On December 11, 1905, the report of a committee on the
revision of the bylaws was discussed and certain amendments
were adopted. Among them was the provision that the Club
shall be composed of men ““(a) who have done meritorious work
in science, literature, or the fine arts, (b) who, though not oc-
cupied in science, literature, or the fine arts, are known to be
cultivated therein, (c) who are distinguished in a learned pro-
fession or in public service.”
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On March 11, 1918, Victor S. Clark, secretary of the Admis-
sions Committee, presented the committee’s view that the by-
laws be amended by inserting the word ‘‘original’ after the
word ““meritorious’ in the first clause, the word ‘“well’’ before
the word “known” in the second clause, and the words “‘recog-
nized as” before the word “distinguished” in the third. The
change, which was approved by the Club, made the qualifica-
tions more stringent. Although some members feared that the
qualifications prevented young men, in particular, from having
a chance of qualifying, the stricter regulation accompanied a
continuing increase in membership, the limit on which was
periodically revised upward in increments in 1884, 1886, 1897,
1911, 1914, 1919, and 1924 and later too.

A subcommittee of the Admissions Committee reported to its
parent committee on November 1, 1937, that it thought it un-
desirable to suggest a change in the bylaws concerning quali-
fications for membership since such a change would lessen the
attractiveness of the Club to the particular groups for which it
was organized, even if only the impression of a radical change
was given. The committee felt “unable to suggest any alteration
in the wording of Article I, Section I [the criteria for member-
ship] which would not involve danger either of gradual change
in the character of the membership of the Club or of giving the
impression that such a change was involved.”

The conservatism of the Admissions Committee was not
shared by John C. Hoyt, chairman of a special committee on
membership, who wrote on January 3, 1938, to the Admissions
Committee that “strict interpretation of membership qualifica-
tions makes it appear difficult for anyone to qualify for member-
ship. It therefore appears that the election of a member will de-
pend, in the main, on the policy of the Admissions Committee in
making elections.” Leason Adams, responding for the Admis-
sions Committee, insisted that the committee was bound by the
bylaws but noted that the latter are silent on the subject of the
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fact, he said, if harm had been done, it was more than offset by
the declaration at the 1962 meeting that discrimination by race
was incompatible with the principles of the Club. Fifth, Leland
felt the Club authorities erred in not making a public declara-
tion at the time protesting against the assumption of prejudice.
Leland indicated his personal regret that he himself had not
written a letter at the time to this effect and that he had not sug-
gested to other members to do the same. Finally Leland felt that
it was an error for the Board of Management to refuse to rein-
state the members who had resigned and who had applied for
reinstatement under the provisions of the bylaws. He himself
had urged one of those reapplying to do so. “I am not sure as to
the legal validity of the action’ [refusing reinstatement}, Leland
asserted, “but I am convinced that it did not have moral
validity. . . .”

Still, Leland believed that the only way to proceed was to re-
quest the Board of Management to reconsider its action and not
attempt, as some members had done, to present a separate slate
of officers in opposition to the regular Club nominees. Despite
Leland’s attempt at reconciliation, the resolution he presented
to achieve it failed to win the necessary two-thirds vote.

The turmoil over the Rowan affair gradually subsided though
not without leaving a residue of bitterness. As a way of “in-
augurating a new ‘era of good feeling’ > Club President Dean
B. Cowie in a letter of May 31, 1963, to all members announced
plans of the House Committee and Admissions Committee for
“a program to welcome and honor newly elected members to
the Club” with an informal reception on June 17, 1963. Subse-
quent elections brought into the Club a number of distinguished
black intellectuals. The era of good feeling lasted until the 1g70s
when another challenge presented itself to the membership: the
proposed admission of women members.
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and younger members of the club seemed to lean toward the
proposed change while earlier and older members seemed to be
arrayed against change. All living Past Presidents, for example,
opposed the change. Proponents of the move to admit women
reasoned that as the years went by their position would be
strengthened and that of the opponents weakened. Nevertheless,
in the 1975 debate, the proposal, though debated with equal
intensity, was defeated by an even wider margin. The arguments
of 1973 were sharpened and expanded in 1975. Detailed and
expensive cost estimates for refurbishing the Clubhouse were
presented by opponents of the motion. The confusion and em-
barrassment attendant upon identifying and separating non-
member spouses of members in different areas of the Club were
set forth. The opponents charged that the proposed change, by
making the retention of the distinction between members and
nonmembers impossible to maintain, would reduce the Cosmos
Club to “just another social club.”

The proponents of the change, on the other hand, asserted
that failure to admit women would undermine the intellectual
distinction of the Club. While both sides conceded the goodwill
and honest motives of the other side, there was an undeniable
tension and sense of annoyance and frustration beneath the
surface. Each side worked to rally the undecided to appear at
the meeting to vote on the question. Members had to be present
to vote. Nonresident members, who, according to proponents
of the change, strongly supported the admission of women, were
not eligible to vote unless present at the meeting. The final tally
was 407 against the proposal to 204 for.

A few resignations followed the two votes denying admis-
sion of women as members. An official of the National Acad-
emy of Sciences, for example, resigned after the 1973 vote, pub-
licly stating his unwillingness to bring female intellectuals to
lunches or meetings in a club in which they were ineligible for
full membership. Others, while disagreeing with the decision of
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of Management had from an early period possessed authority
to waive the dues, or special assessments, of members for good
cause, most older members hesitated to plead for a remission of
their dues and some quietly resigned because of a financial in-
ability to continue their membership.

At the June 27, 1940, meeting of the Board of Management a
member applied for exemption of dues on the grounds that he
had been a member in good standing for thirty-two years, was
over seventy years old, and had retired from active work. The
Board granted him life membership and remission of dues. It
was voted to hold in abeyance the resignations of seven other
members who had submitted their resignations at the same
time. Following its action the Board created, on the motion of
John E. Graf, a committee consisting of the chairman and sec-
retary of the Admissions Committee and one other member to
be chosen by the chairman to consider all resignations and to
furnish the Board with recommendations thereon, with particu-
lar reference to the possible granting of life or emeritus mem-
berships.

The newly appointed committee corresponded with three
clubs with which the Cosmos Club had reciprocal relationships
and read the yearbooks of seventeen clubs on file in the Club
library. It noted various attempts by other clubs to cushion the
financial burden of old age in the case of long-time members
and recommended that on written request of any member who
had paid dues for forty years, or on written request, with show-
ing of probable cause, of any member who had paid dues for
twenty-five years and had reached the age of seventy, that fur-
ther payment of dues be waived.

The proposed reforms of 1940 were never implemented, and
in 1956 the matter once again rose to the surface. Again finan-
cial considerations were intimately linked with policy and hu-
manitarian considerations. As the Board of Management late in
1956 wrestled with the problem of maintaining the Club’s finan-
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cial house in good order it received letters from Eric H. Biddle
proposing several ways of increasing revenues. In a complicated
statistical analysis, Biddle showed that if a new class of “emer-
itus members” were established, its numbers not to be charged
against the total authorized membership, the Club would in-
crease its revenue, even though emeritus members would be
relieved of most of their financial obligations after a certain
number of years of continuous membership and after attaining
a certain age. A committee to study the matter, consisting of
Chester Morrill (chairman), Waldo Leland, and Wallace R.
Brode, was appointed. After long and arduous work, the com-
mittee reported to the Board of Management on April 6, 1957.
The committee’s recommendation to the Club, that it institute
a plan of emeritus and senior members who would either be
exempt entirely from dues or pay one-half the regular dues, in-
corporated careful calculations concerning the amount of in-
come lost or gained in the process. Although it was hoped that a
25- or 30-year period of Club membership would qualify a mem-
ber for emeritus status, the financial implications were too seri-
ous and the figure of forty years (or eighty years of age) was
eventually arrived at and is still the basis on which emeritus
status is granted. Also established was a class of senior members
with twenty-five years or more of membership who were to be
eligible for one-half the regular dues.

The implications of reduced payment for older members had
some bothersome features. As one member of the committee
put it:

Should the Cosmos Club be essentially populated by retired per-
sons or should it strive to maintain an average age in the 50’s with a
reasonable number of members in the 30’s and 40’s to balance those
in the 60’s and 70’s?

I think we would all agree that the Club cannot continue indefi-
nitely to have an increasing average if it is also to maintain its objec-
tive of broad cultural influence. I personally believe that the average
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age of 65 is now too high and that it would be better to operate with
an average age of 55.

In order to provide some support for increasing the number of
younger members, the committee proposed allowing men under
forty to pay their entrance fee in eight quarterly installments
and also to exempt men under forty from half of their dues until
they reached the age of forty. The Admissions Committee was
also asked to give priority to the nomination of qualified men
under forty over all other pending nominations.

The question of whether emeritus members should be allowed
to hold offices in the Club was also debated, some feeling that
the influence of the older members, already strong in Club
leadership, would thus be unjustifiably enhanced. President
Piggot was also concerned with the various comments and criti-
cisms that he had heard, some charging that the leadership was
“/dishonestly” increasing the membership and ‘“‘buying the sup-
port of the older members for an increase in dues by reducing or
eliminating their dues.” _

At a special meeting of the Club on December 5, 1957, to
consider the plan to formalize the principle of emeritus mem-
bership and to increase Club revenue, members of the special
committee presented the well-thought-out proposal. Waldo Le-
land pointed to the “real need of those old enough to attain
emeritus status’ to “‘companionship with their peers and the
sense of belonging.” “They can find comfort in Cicero’s con-
solations and hope in Browning’s assurance that ‘the best is yet
to be,” and courage from the example of Ulysses as imagined
by Tennyson, who with his aged but valiant companions set out
from the rocky shores of Ithaca to sail ‘beyond the sunset and
the paths of all the western stars,’ resolved ‘to strive, to seek, to
find and not to yield.” ”” The Cosmos Club, he pointed out, is
“not a mere club; it is a national institution deriving its special
character from the men devoted to the intellectual life—to
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science, literature and the arts—who compose it. . . . The
members of long standing are the natural guardians of this
tradition; they are its trustees who cherish it and who pass it
on, unchanged in essence however it may be adapted to chang-
ing needs, to the younger generations of members.” Leland
hoped that the proposals of his committee would have the ef-
fect of encouraging membership at an earlier age. But his spe-
cial concern was with those who had already grown up in the
Club. The Club membership adopted the proposals of the spe-
cial committee on emeritus membership and has continued to
support the concept ever since.

The Club has always maintained a liberal policy of welcom-
ing to temporary privileges of the Club individuals with com-
patible interests. The bylaws of January 6, 1879, provided for
distinguished “strangers’ and rules and regulations for “visitors.”

At the December 4, 1882, and January 20, 1883, meetings of
the Board of Management it was resolved that persons admitted
to the temporary privileges of the Club should be known as
““associates,” the bylaws at the time being silent as to their proper
designation.

At its May 12, 1902, meeting the Board of Management
recommended an amendment to the bylaws to allow individuals
to have the privileges of the Club as associates for not less than
three months or more than one year. The provision was for the
benefit of members of learned professions and the armed ser-
vices who might be temporarily sojourning in Washington. The
associates were to be recommended by two resident members of
the Club and to pay $30 per annum. An example of the way in
which the provision worked was the proposal of Charles Moore
and O. H. Tittmann to the Board of Management on October
14, 1901, that associate memberships be granted to the members
of the Senate Park Commission then planning Washington’s
future development: Daniel H. Burnham of Chicago, Charles
F. McKim of New York, Augustus Saint-Gaudens of New York,
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tion between resident and nonresident members, providing
simply for a membership of 200. The distinction between resi-
dent and nonresident members first appeared in the revision of
the bylaws of January g, 1888, which provided that “members
residing in the District of Columbia more than three months in
the year shall be classed as resident, others as nonresident.” The
Board of Management determined the status of the individual
resident or nonresident.

A member of Congress, Richard Hooker, of Springfield,
Massachusetts, asked the Board of Management on March 11,
1907, whether he was properly designated a resident member
since he was in Washington only during the sessions of Congress.
He was informed that he was properly designated a resident
member and the Board resolved that any other Members of
Congress on the nonresident list be transferred to the resident
list on January 1, 1908.

In 1938 and 1940, suggestions were made to the Club leader-
ship to increase the membership of the Club by bringing in
Senators and Representatives (“probably the largest reservoir
of potential members”) by authorizing their membership in the
nonresident category. The fact that Members of Congress must
retain their residences in other states for legal and political rea-
sons was cited as the justification. Although there was some sup-
port for the notion of bringing in Members of Congress as non-
resident members, the policy was never established.

As the Club authorized increases in its total membership
from 200 in 1879 to 2,000 in 1947, a ratio between resident and
nonresident members was prescribed only for the period 1884-
1887 when 200 of the 250 authorized members were required to
be resident. A special committee to consider the advisability of
increasing nonresident membership, with Frank J. Warne as
chairman, was appointed early in 1926. The committee, which
noted that the Cosmos Club was a national as well as a local
meeting place because of its liberal policy on the introduction of
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MEeMBERsHIP GoaLs COMMITTEE

In 1969 a Membership Goals Committee was created in order
to tap the reservoir of potentially qualified men in the Washing-
ton area to fill the vacancies in the Club’s roster. The Board of
Management was concerned that there was “too frequently a
gap between a member’s desire to propose candidates for mem-
bership and his knowledge of the mechanism for doing so; that
he is too easily scared off by the amount of paper work and re-
search involved.” The committee was authorized to maintain a
continuing review of Club policies and practices for maintain-
ing full membership. Its most important assignment was to
“‘assist sponsors in the preparation of effective nominations, but
not in any way, as a committee, to become an advocate of
nominations or to encroach on the role of the Admissions Com-
mittee.”” The early work of the committee, under Julian E.
Berla, emphasized the committee’s ‘““advisory and catalytic”
role in locating qualified nominees for membership and assisting
sponsors in getting them through the admissions process.

Under the later chairmanship of Burton W. Marsh, the com-
mittee conducted a survey of the membership and assembled
data on members’ attitudes toward the nominations and admis-
sions procedures. Marsh found that many members hesitated to
nominate potential members—particularly young men—for fear
of rejection. Marsh’s committee also received complaints from
those who objected to the secrecy of the process by which spon-
sors were often unaware of the reasons for rejection of their
nominees.

The Membership Goals Committee has succeeded in helping
to reduce the number of vacancies in the Club’s roster by its
helpful activities and will, it is hoped, continue to play a useful
role in the future.
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mittee, under present bylaws, is organized by the President and
Secretary and consists of the two persons who last served as
President, the one who is currently serving as a member of the
Board of Management being designated as chairman; three per-
sons, one each respectively from the Admissions Committee,
Endowment Fund Committee, and House Committee, as de-
signated by those committees; and two members at large elected
by the five members of the Nominations Committee named
above from among members of the Club whose length of mem-
bership is not less than five years and who are not currently
serving in any elective office or on any of the above-named
committees.

Use oF CLuB BY OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

As befitted an organization which saw itself as constituting a
scientific elite, the Cosmos Club invited other organizations to
use its facilities when it thought those organizations were com-
patible with its high standards.

The first recorded offer to an outside organization to use
Club facilities occurred at the Board of Management meeting
on April 12, 1879, when William Harkness moved that the
privileges of the Club be extended for ten days to all members
of the National Academy of Sciences during their Washington
meeting then in progress. The Board of Management, in ac-
cepting Harkness’s motion, voted to authorize the House Com-
mittee to furnish punch to the members of the National Acad-
emy if they could spare an evening to visit the Club. A similar
invitation was extended to the National Academy the following
year during its April session. Other organizations, such as the
National Board of Health and the American Pharmaceutical
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As the scientific societies of Washington expanded, subsections
were created and new organizations founded. On January 5,
1888, a committee from the Biological Society asked to use the
rear portion of the assembly hall for one Wednesday evening
each month for the meeting of its botanical section. In addition,
a communication was received from several members of the
Cosmos Club asking for the use of the hall on the evening of
January 13 for the purpose of forming a Society of Geography
(which emerged as the National Geographic Society). The
Board of Management, “not deeming itself authorized to grant
such requests,” referred them to the Club at large.

At the annual meeting of the Club on January g, 1888, Mr.
Winlock moved that the request in relation to the Society of
Geography be granted. Mr. Gilbert moved to amend by giving
the Society two additional nights, if necessary, to perfect its or-
ganization. In response to remarks by Professor Harkness, Mr.
Gilbert asserted that “it was not the purpose of the resolution to
commit the Club to the granting of any further privileges to the
society when organized.” The amendment of Mr. Gilbert was
accepted by Mr. Winlock. Joseph M. Toner next moved that
the resolution be laid on the table, but his motion, though sec-
onded, failed. Mr. Winlock’s motion was then put and carried.

As a result of the January g meeting a committee was ap-
pointed to consider the question of the relationship of scientific
societies to the Club. The committee consisted of William Hark-
ness, Lester F. Ward, and John R. Eastman. It noted that blan-
ket permission to all the scientific societies of Washington to use
the hall would abridge its use by members. It recommended
that the use of the assembly hall be given “only to societies
whose membership embraces a considerable proportion of the
members of the Club.” As a guide, it noted that resident mem-
bers of the Cosmos Club made up 41.7 percent of the member-
ship of the Philosophical Society of Washington, 32 percent of
the Anthropological Society of Washington, 24.2 percent of the
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Biological Society, and 7.2 percent of the Chemical Society.
About 22.5 percent, it concluded, will “probably be members of
the new Geographical Society.” Exceptional cases might arise,
the committee noted, but in general the use of the hall should
be granted to societies on the following conditions:

1. The Society should be purely literary, artistic, or scientific
and in no way concerned with the regulation of business or com-
mercial affairs.

2. The membership of the society should embrace not less
than forty-five members of the Club (20 percent of the present
resident membership).

3. The use of the hall should not be granted to any section of
a society unless at least twenty members of the Club habitually
attend the meetings of the said section.

Under the provision of the rules, which were adopted by the
Club, the National Geographic Society was authorized to hold
its meetings in the Clubhouse provided at least forty members
of the Cosmos Club were members of the Society.

On April 2, the Board of Management voted to charge soci-
eties meeting twice a month $70 a year and those meeting once
a month $35 a year. On May 21, after the reading of a letter
from Captain Dutton complaining that the amounts charged
were excessive, a $3-a-night charge was adopted.

At this time the scientific societies used the eastern half of the
hall for reading of papers and discussion and the western half
for short periods each meeting night by the governing boards
of the societies. On March g, 1891, the Club considered a letter
from the National Geographic Society asking for a general ar-
rangement by which officers of the Society could obtain per-
mission to use the entire assembly hall on individual evenings
for the hearing by that Society and its guests of lectures and
papers on geographical subjects. Mr. Gilbert moved that the
request be complied with and, if desired, similar privileges be
accorded to the other four scientific societies which met in the
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assembly hall. Robert Fletcher spoke with kindly feeling toward
the societies involved, being himself a member of four of them,
but was opposed to enlarging the use made of Club property by
the societies. After a long discussion, Gilbert’s motion was de-
feated.

Frequently during this period the use of the Club was ex-
tended to officers and members of various scientific, historical,
and technical bodies meeting in Washington.

On January 6, 1894, the Joint Commission of the Scientific
Societies of Washington offered to furnish the room tentatively
set aside for meetings of the governing boards of the various
scientific societies that met in the assembly hall. The Board of
Management expressed itself as favorably disposed to the sug-
gestion. On November 12, 1894, the Board accepted the propo-
sition of the Joint Commission that it furnish chairs for the as-
sembly hall of the Club. The governing boards of the societies
using the assembly hall met in various rooms of the Club, but on
October 14, 1912, the Board voted that the small room in the
basement, in front of the assembly hall, be designated the coun-
cil room and fitted up for the use of such governing boards. The
Board Room of the Club, which had evidently been used for the
purpose, was by the same resolution, reserved for Club purposes.

The policy of affording meeting facilities to scholarly organi-
zations, for a fee, has continued to this day. As the Board of
Management put it on June 22, 1949, the Club should continue
to grant its facilities for meetings of “established, recognized,
scientific, literary and artistic organizations, but that requests
from other groups be referred by the Manager to the House
Committee, for approval—approval in all cases to be subject to
sponsorship of the meeting by a member of the Club and to his
personal guarantee as to its financial obligations to the Club,”
and to be further contingent upon explanation by the Club
member at the meeting that any publicity or any journalistic
report not identify the meeting as a Cosmos Club function.












ORGANIZATION 137

from the House Committee, but the Board asked him to with-
draw the resignation and resolved that the House Committee be
requested “‘to harmonize the differences known to exist in the
Committee.” At the next monthly meeting, however, Mr. Poin-
dexter resigned from the House Committee, the resignation was
accepted, and Henry R. Webb was elected to fill the vacancy.

Very little authority was delegated to the Club’s steward.
One example of the steward’s limited authority was in deter-
mining who should obtain the use of committee rooms in case of
conflicting demand. The Board of Management noted (Feb-
ruary 16, 18g1) that the steward could make the determination
only “in the absence of the members of the House Committee.”
Although the members of the House Committee were solicitous
about getting a raise in salary for the steward, the latter con-
tinued to function in a well-defined subordinate capacity.

Dissension among those managing Club affairs broke out
again in 1891 and the Board of Management, at its November
23 meeting, noted that it had “received with surprise and re-
gret the resignation of the House Committee.” Since the resig-
nation had been accompanied by no reason or explanation, it
was returned for reconsideration or explanation. On November
30 the members of the House Committee set forth their reasons
for resigning. The House Committee felt aggrieved that certain
matters it had expected to deal with exclusively had been re-
ferred to other committees of the Club also. The Board dis-
claimed any want of confidence in the House Committee, which
it felt the House Committee letters of resignation implied as the
reason for their action, and therefore refused to accept the resig-
nations on the grounds tendered. Nevertheless, the House Com-
mittee, on December 14, 1891, insisted that their resignations be
accepted immediately and the President authorized the Trea-
surer and Secretary to perform the duties of the House Com-
mittee until the annual meeting in January.

The tension that could exist between the House Committee
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and the other officers of the Club was suggested in the resolution
of Treasurer DeCaindry, approved by the Board of Manage-
ment on January 22, 1894. The resolution required all bills for
major furnishings and the like to be paid by the Treasurer and
limited House Committee payments under the heading of con-
tingencies to ordinary expenses; it required reforms in the House
Committee’s manner of keeping accounts of income and ex-
penses “‘of the ‘Grill Room’ ’; and it required the House Com-
mittee to submit a list of the number and designation of em-
ployees desired by the House Committee during 1894 along
with the proposed rates of pay. The House Committee complied
with the request in February, but in April Ward Thoron re-
signed as a member of the House Committee and recommended
a change in the bylaws to permit an increase to five in the num-
ber of House Committee members. The bylaws were changed,
and on June 18, 1894, the Board elected two new members to
fill the vacancies created by the amendment.

With the growing popularity of the Club’s dining facility, the
opportunity of the House Committee to create a virtually inde-
pendent fund with the profits brought in by the facility made
for potential conflict with the Treasurer. On January 12, 1903,
the Board of Management invited Robert Stead, chairman of
the House Committee, to appear before it. Stead commented, as
the minutes put it, on “House Committee profits.” On motion,
the House Committee was “requested to turn over to the Trea-
surer $400 of the grill profits.”

With the appointment of Augustus B. Coolidge to the House
Committee on January 15, 1903, the winds of a change in Club
management began to blow. Dr. Coolidge, on May g, 1904, on
behalf of the House Committee, called attention to the increas-
ing credit account in the restaurant and grill, which reduced the
cash on hand so that the House Committee “is continually em-
barrassed by not being able to meet bills promptly.” Coolidge’s
effective presentation of the House Committee’s responsibilities
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would think of operating without a competent manager. The
special committee, which had been authorized to travel to New
York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore to interview potential man-
agers, selected Daniel F. Shay to be manager effective January
1, 1928.

With the simultaneous presence of a manager, comptroller,
and a strong House Committee, the need for definition of roles
became clear. On the request of the House Committee that the
duties of the comptroller and manager should be more pre-
cisely defined, the Board of Management called a special meet-
ing of the Board on October 19 at which it accepted the House
Committee recommendation that the manager control all per-
sonnel except the clerks in the financial department, who were
to be under the comptroller, Dr. Coolidge. In turn, the manager
would report to, and be directly responsible to, the House
Committee.

On January 21, 1929, the Board of Management praised the
work of manager Shay and noted: ‘“When authority and re-
sponsibility are lodged in a single individual, minor faults of
operation may be corrected promptly as they develop.” Yet
Shay’s stay was short. On April 22, 1930, after being refused his
request to employ his wife or daughter in the Club, Shay in-
formed the House Committee that he wished to leave at once.
The House Committee accepted his resignation and appointed
Dr. Coolidge to take temporary charge of all departments of the
Club. After considering several applicants for the position of
manager, the House Committee grudgingly agreed to engage
F. H. Geyer for two years at $5,000 per annum.

The 1930s were a period of crisis for the Club. As more and
more members, pinched by the Depression, failed to pay their
dues or to use the Club (the list of members in arrears for dues
on October 17, 1932, reached two full pages), expenses shot up
above income, and the Board considered reductions in the pay
of all Club employees. The pay cuts were made, and although
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itself. The special committee appointed to consider the question,
reporting on May 19, 1937, recommended that the bookkeeper
and his assistants (formerly responsible to the comptroller, Dr.
Coolidge) should be placed under the jurisdiction of the House
Committee. However, the special committee, consisting of Ed-
ward Wichers, chairman, Walter L. Treadway, and Alexander
Wetmore, believed that the House Committee should exercise
supervision over the bookkeeping staff directly and not through
the manager, “as is done with respect to other employees.” Im-
portant decisions regarding duties, and decisions to engage or
discharge employees, should, nevertheless, the special commit-
tee continued, be submitted to the Treasurer for approval since
a large part of the bookkeeper’s work was closely related to the
Treasurer’s duties. Although not formally adopted by the Board
of Management until January 15, 1947, the subcommittee’s
report was generally adhered to in the interim.

The year 1937 was one in which the Club sustained heavy
operating losses and the Board employed the services of Peters,
Smith & Co., accountants, to make a study of the operations of
the Club and present a budget for 1938. The report was highly
critical of the powerful role played by the House Committee. It
noted that in 1924 the manager had been relieved, and the
House Committee and “‘its staff assumed charge, thus instituting
the rather unusual, if not highly impracticable, divided control
management of the Club as it exists at the present time.”” The
report recommended that an operating manager be appointed.
The Budget Committee, somewhat miffed at an outsider’s in-
volvement, reported that it did not feel the Peters budget was
workable. The Budget Committee prepared its own budget,
which the Board of Management approved on February s,
1939, after adopting some of the Peters firm’s suggestions.

The difficulties of keeping the Club in the black, temporarily
solved by the imposition of a $10 assessment on all members,
led to a controversy between the House Committee and the
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Board of Management. The House Committee wanted to get
rid of the manager, and although the Board did not at first
agree, it eventually accepted the recommendation of the House
Committee and approved the hiring of a new manager, Arnold
Foster Sanborn, late in 1939. The House Committee, under
Frank B. Scheetz, combined with its recommendation for man-
agerial change a proposal to revamp some of the Club’s opera-
tions with a view to increasing the net income of the Club
about $6,500.

On February 25, 1942, Mrs. Margaret S. Kinney was brought
in by the House Committee as assistant manager with duties of
supervision of the services of all dining rooms and with responsi-
bilities for housekeeping operations as well. On September 13,
1942, after discussing the question of “inefficient management
of the Cosmos Club and the losses in the Dining Room,” the
House Committee decided to ask Mr. Sanborn for his resigna-
tion. Mrs. Kinney was appointed acting manager on October
10and, on December 21, 1942, her title was changed to manager.

Although Mrs. Kinney continued to manage the Club with a
firm hand for the next eleven years, the House Committee did
not lose its power. Frank B. Scheetz, a member of the House
Committee, assumed the role of “management engineer” for
Cosmos Club property, a continuing responsibility approved by
the Board of Management with such salary as might be agreed
upon between Mr. Scheetz and the President of the Club. The
influence on management procedures at this time of Club mem-
bers Scheetz and Charles S. Piggot (who had succeeded Mr.
Hazard as Secretary of the Club) was considerable. Piggot was
assigned to two years of government duty in England on Jan-
uary 6, 1950, however, and Paul H. Ochser was selected to fill
the office of Secretary, which he held until 196g.

A reorganization plan approved March 19, 1953, reduced
Mrs. Kinney’s powers considerably and she offered her resigna-
tion two days later. The plan divided the operations of the Club
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into three major areas of responsibility (business, food, and
maintenance) and put Frank Scheetz in charge as “executive.”
Scheetz assumed the duties of executive on October 13, 1952,
even before the formal introduction of the plan. Under the plan
Mrs. Kinney might have chosen to remain as dietetic super-
visor, but she chose instead to resign and to file an appeal before
the District of Columbia Unemployment Compensation Board.
A hearing on her appeal was held with the executive and chair-
man of the House Committee present.

Since Member Scheetz celebrated his eighty-fifth birthday
about the time he took on the responsibilities of executive (with
a salary of $6,000 offered, which he chose not to accept) his
tenure as executive was brief. On November 18, 1953, Scheetz
requested to be relieved of duties as Club executive and recom-
mended another Club member, David J. Guy, a retired official
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, to replace him. The House
Committee accepted the recommendation, praising Scheetz for
the competent management he had given the Club following its
reorganization. The Board of Management approved, and on
December 1, 1953, Scheetz retired and was succeeded by Guy.

As financial worries again began to beset the Club with the
added burdens of the move to the Townsend Mansion, recom-
mendations for a professional manager once more began to be
heard. Club members have traditionally questioned manage-
ment practices when told that an increase in dues or a special
assessment—frequent methods for raising money in the past—
are absolutely necessary to keep the Club solvent. A more pro-
fessional management of the operations of the Club has peri-
odically seemed a more appropriate alternative to many mem-
bers. Although the House Committee tended to be supportive
of member-run management of the Club, other voices urged re-
form. One such voice was that of Charles S. Piggot, former
Secretary of the Club, who wrote to the President of the Club on
October 14, 1955, that “in my opinion the managerial organi-



148 THE COSMOS CLUB

zation of the Club is top-heavy in numbers, and obviously lacks
professionalism.” Piggot was ‘“‘convinced that one energetic and
professional manager, given adequate support and authority,
could function with far less administrative staff and by the exer-
cise of energy, imagination and initiative” provide a more eco-
nomical management than the Club had heretofore received.

The debate on the organization of Club operations became
the subject of study for a special committee but that committee,
on November 18, 1959, recommended that all changes in inter-
nal organization be deferred until a new manager, E. Guenter
Skole, had arrived. Skole had been hired to fill the place of Mr.
Guy, who had indicated a few months earlier his intention to
resign. The new manager, not a Club member, gave the Club
thirteen years of professional management until his resignation
on March 15, 1973, to become manager of the Metropolitan
Club. After a brief interlude in which Francis J. Burke, long-
time head of the business or accounting office of the Club,
served as manager, another professional, H. B. Cruickshank, a
Scotsman, took over on June 30, 1975.

In a tribute to Guenter Skole at a farewell dinner March 13,
1973, President Calvin Linton praised Skole’s “‘untiring and
successful efforts to generate in the Club an atmosphere of con-
geniality without mushiness, and to provide ever-present ser-
vice without intrusion.” He urged former manager Skole that

if, during the long winter days and evenings of the future, the com-
pany of giants of commerce palls, and if you find that incessant con-
versation about Dow Jones averages, breakage points, and the va-
garies of unassimilated peripheries of quasi-investment capital fails
any longer to grip, wander back through the snow to our warmly
lighted windows, press your nose against the pane as the flakes
whiten your costly garments, observe our revels (probably involving
Dr. Keshishian on a table with a bottle of rare vintage in his hand
and vine leaves in his hair), see the fatted calves, well-roasted, being
rolled in from every door, listen to the patter of well-shod (if rather
elderly) feet as they tap out rhythms of ancient fertility dances—look,
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The Great Depression had struck. Bank failures were growing,
culminating in the temporary suspension of all banking business
in March. Further borrowing from banks became impossible.
It was in this critical period that Warne’s Endowment Fund
Committee, in a meeting held at the Club on March 21, 1933,
approved the proposal of the Board of Management to rescind
the action taken at the April 6, 1931, meeting concerning the
temporary use of the Endowment Fund. The committee recom-
mended that the Board be authorized to use the fund in the
reduction of the mortgage indebtedness upon the property at
1516 H Street, NW, which had earlier been purchased, “and
to meet such other important obligations of the Club as the
Board may deem most pressing.” The Board promised that the
full amount used for the above purposes “shall be treated as a
loan from the Endowment Fund to be repaid, with interest at
four per cent, either in cash or in notes or bonds of the Club
secured upon its real estate, as soon as the refinancing of existing
mortgages shall occur.” The Endowment Committee, in ap-
proving the loan, upped the interest payable to 5 percent.

The use by the Board of Management shortly thereafter of
some of the sum borrowed to pay operating deficits (taxes,
debts, and other obligations) drew another sharp response from
Mr. Warne. The bylaws, he noted, specified that “No part of
the (endowment) fund may be used other than for investment.”
In using the money borrowed from the fund to meet operating
deficits, the Club had, in Warne’s view, violated its trust and
rendered the members of the Board of Management liable indi-
vidually and personally for such sums so spent contrary to the
bylaws. Because Warne could not approve of such action he
tendered his resignation from the Board of Management.

In November 1937 an additional loan of $9,000 from the En-
dowment Fund was secured by the Board of Management to
meet an emergency situation.

The grim emergency of the Depression caused succeeding
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Endowment Committees to continue to defer action on the
preparation of a plan of operation for the Fund on the grounds
that such a plan could more appropriately be drawn when the
uncertainties—both financial and physical—surrounding the
Club’s future were resolved. In 1940 some of those uncertainties
were resolved. As noted elsewhere in this history, the Club prop-
erty was sold to the United States government. With the million
dollars received from the sale, the loan of $46,000 from the En-
dowment Fund to the Club was repaid, bringing the total amount
of the Endowment Fund at the end of 1940 to $63,367.62, of
which $45,000 was the principal amount in the fund and the
remainder interest.

As war clouds loomed over the country, the Endowment
Fund Committee, on November 28, 1941, approved a resolution
of the Board of Management to invest $50,000 of the Endow-
ment Fund in Defense Savings Bonds, Series F. In May 1942 an
additional purchase of war bonds in the amount of $13,690 was
made, again in response to a resolution of the Board of Man-
agement.

With little to do during the war the Endowment Fund Com-
mittee became relatively dormant; few members seemed inter-
ested in serving on the committee. Yet after the war, the thoughts
of some turned once more to defining a purpose and use for the
Endowment Fund. At the annual meeting of January 20, 1947,
a proposal to amend a section of the article of the bylaws dealing
with the committee was adopted which mentioned specifically
the possibility that the principal of the Endowment Fund “may
be used to provide or equip an auditorium or other Club educa-
tional facility.”

But perhaps an even more important fillip to the considera-
tion of the purpose of the fund was provided in the will of Frank
Warne, the outspoken first chairman of the Endowment Fund
Committee, who died on January g, 1948. In his will, Warne,
after making provision for members of his family during their
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ment Fund Committee and transfer its functions to the Finance
Committee. One member of the Endowment Fund Committee,
Samuel B. Detwiler, Jr., commenting on what he thought
would be the final report, or “swan song” of his committee,
regretted that previous Endowment Fund Committees had not
aggressively prepared a plan for the operation of the fund, but
had all deferred action under the conviction that a plan could
more wisely be drawn when refinancing the Club property had
been accomplished. It was still not too late, he believed, for the
committee to serve the Club “as something more than a holding
agent for war bonds or promissory notes and the butt of affec-
tionate contempt.” “Some small spark,” he speculated, “still
remains.” He asked his fellow committee members: “Shall we
pass quietly from the twilight of obscurity to the darkness of
oblivion, or shall we go the final yard and fling the flickering
torch to our successors?”’

The spark was not extinguished. At the special meeting the
following day the proposed amendment was defeated. The En-
dowment Fund survived and, along with it, the hope of the
Endowment Fund Committee that it would remain ‘“‘separate
and inviolate . . . from other assets of the Club.”

The Endowment Fund Committee in December 1955 re-
viewed the history of the fund and calculated its growth from
1931 to its projected state in 1962 as equivalent to an interest
rate of 2.6 percent compounded annually. “It is obvious,” the
committee report noted, “that this rate of growth, dependent
largely on interest income, is too slow to produce in the near
future a fund large enough to earn sufficient income to make a
very useful contribution to the Club’s cultural or other activ-
ities.” The committee proposed that the Club set a goal of
building an Endowment Fund principal of a million dollars in
the following ten years. It suggested many uses that could be
made of the income of such a fund: new reference works for the
library, works of art for the Clubhouse, lecture courses by fa-
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The regularity with which donations were made by the En-
dowment Fund Committee to the Club in the late 1950s and
early 1960s, nevertheless, led to the expectation on the part of
the Treasurer that the amount would continue as an annual
contribution due the Club account from the Endowment Fund.
That expectation was frustrated by the Endowment Fund Com-
mittee which, in 1965, again responded to the assumption with
a vigorous denial that such contributions in previous years had
established any precedent for future years. That assertion was
upheld by the Board.

In January 1967 a group of incorporators—members of the
Club—established a Cosmos Club Foundation to advance the
arts, humanities, and sciences through awards and grants to
stimulate scholarship, finance symposia, and promote other ap-
propriate projects. The Foundation is legally distinct from the
Cosmos Club itself, and its activities are not designed to be of
direct benefit to the Club though some affect the Club. Dona-
tions to the Foundation are tax deductible. Trustees of the
Foundation are the Club Treasurer, the chairman of the Club
Endowment Fund Committee, chairman of the Club Finance
Committee, and two Club members appointed by the Club
President with the approval of the Club Board of Management.

Under William T. Pecora (Cosmos Club President, 1968),
the Endowment Fund was reorganized and redesignated a Con-
solidated Endowment Fund. The fund consists at the present
time of the following component funds: Members’ Special Fund
(derived from the 1930 tax refund to the Club); Warne Memo-
rial Fund (derived from the Warne bequest); Centennial Fund
(created in 1975 to commemorate the hundredth anniversary of
the Club on November 16, 1978); General Memorial Fund
(consisting of general donations but including some bequests for
specific purposes); and the Club Development Fund (deriving
from reinvested Endowment Fund earnings prior to 1969 with
subsequent donations). The Consolidated Endowment Fund
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mark the culmination of a saga that has seen the concept of an
endowment for the Club born in hope, threatened with extinc-
tion, and now triumphally emergent a hundred years after the
Club’s founding.

ExcHANGE RErAaTIONSHIPS WiTH OTHER CLUBS

One of the most enjoyable features of membership in the
Cosmos Club is the opportunity to make use of clubs of similar
character elsewhere in this country and the world. In 1977, the
Club possessed sixteen reciprocity agreements with clubs around
the globe. In 1976 (the last year such statistics were maintained)
540 members availed themselves of the opportunity to use these
clubs, at least to the extent of obtaining cards of introduction
from the Secretary of the Club. Eighty-five visitors were re-
ceived by the Cosmos Club from other clubs during 1976. The
one club sending more visitors to the Cosmos Club than the
Club sent to it was the Melbourne Club of Australia.

How did such reciprocal relationships develop? Their origin
can be found in a letter from the Vice President of the Cosmos
Club of San Francisco, read before the Board of Management
on November 11, 1901, applying for an interchange of cour-
tesies between the Cosmos Club of San Francisco and the Cos-
mos Club of Washington. (No other club like the Cosmos Club
seems to have existed but several clubs with the same name have
periodically come to the attention of the Club.) On motion, the
Secretary was directed to write “that such arrangements are
contrary to the precedents of the Club and that this Club does
not care to begin the system at the present time.”

Two years later, at the July 13, 1903, meeting of the Board of
Management, a letter from the Secretary of the Johnsmian
Club of Brisbane, Queensland, proposing an ‘“‘interchange of
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members visiting America and Australia,” was read. The Board
of Management was still not in a receptive mood. It directed
the Secretary to reply that “such action is contrary to the policy
of the Cosmos Club.”

The idea of reciprocal relations would not die, however. On
November 13, 1905, the Secretary read a letter from the Secre-
tary of the Grosvenor Club, Piccadilly, West, London, inviting
the Cosmos Club to exchange the privileges and hospitality of
visiting membership with the Grosvenor. The Board, perhaps
intrigued by the attractions of that center of club life—London
—instructed the Secretary to obtain further information. That
information was not long in coming. The next month a copy of
the club register of the Grosvenor Club was examined by the
Board. No action was taken at this time pending further inves-
tigation “into the standing of the Grosvenor Club.”

The inherent conservatism of the Board of Management
seems to have prevailed even under the tempting offer of the
Grosvenor Club, although the minutes are silent on the outcome
of the investigation.

There was no doubt in the minds of the Board, however,
when the Commercial Club of Chattanooga offered an ex-
change of club privileges. The Board, on February 10, 1913,
voted that it was ‘“‘inadvisable’” to accept the Commercial
Club’s offer.

Offers of reciprocal relationships kept coming, nevertheless,
and the Board seems to have begun to waver on the advisability
of accepting such offers. On February g, 1914, a letter from the
American Club of New York City extending the privileges of
that club to members of the Cosmos Club visiting in New York
City was laid over for further information. The offer of the Bos-
ton Arts Club to exchange club privileges was sidestepped by
the Board on June 11, 1917, because ““it was deemed unwise to
consider it at this time in view of the congested condition of the
Club-house.”
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The policy of exclusiveness was finally breached in 1932 when
the St. Botolph Club of Boston suggested reciprocal guest priv-
ileges for members of the two clubs. A committee, consisting of
Charles A. Neill, Charles L. Sturtevant, and Daniel L. Hazard,
was, on June 20, 1932, appointed to consider the matter. On
September 19, the committee reported than an examination of
the membership list of the St. Botolph Club showed only a few
members of the Cosmos Club. (The committee feared the pos-
sible loss of Cosmos Club members if members of the other clubs
could enter the Cosmos Club through the proposed reciprocal
relationship.) It therefore recommended that the request of the
St. Botolph Club be granted. The Board voted to arrange for
such reciprocal privileges, the House Committee to look after
the necessary details. On October 17 John E. Graf reported that
a subcommittee of the House Committee had drafted regula-
tions to govern the exchange of guest privileges and that Neil
M. Judd was expected to confer with the secretary of the St.
Botolph Club while in Boston to get his views, ‘‘it being thought
possible that the St. Botolph Club had entered into a similar
arrangement with other Clubs.” On November 21 Mr. Graf,
reporting for the House Committee and following the suggestion
of the secretary of the St. Botolph Club, recommended that the
clubs should exchange lists of members and see that they were
kept up to date as a means of identification, and that guest priv-
ileges be limited to one month on any one occasion. By January
13, 1933, the arrangements for exchange of guest privileges with
the St. Botolph Club had been completed.

After some years of operation, the system of identifying guests
was altered. On March 15, 1939, the Board of Management
ordered that guest cards be provided interested members by the
secretaries of each of the two clubs as a means of identification
because it had been found impracticable to maintain member-
ship lists always up to date.

Soon the Cosmos Club began to accept reciprocal relation-
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ships with other clubs. Arrangements with the Lotos Club of
New York were carried to a state of completion at the Board
meetings of April 19 and May 17, 1939. The Union League
Club of San Francisco was the third club with which the Cos-
mos Club established a reciprocal relationship though that re-
lationship was dropped when the Union League Club amal-
gamated with another club in San Francisco of different char-
acter. Yet the policy was a cautious one. The subcommittee
charged with considering reciprocal relations placed great stress
on the need for similarity of purpose in the clubs being con-
sidered for association with the Cosmos Club. The Board, on
September 20, 1939, rejected the suggestion of the Wichita
Club of Wichita, Kansas, for reciprocal relations and ordered
the Secretary to thank the Wichita Club but to inform it that the
Cosmos Club was not at that time increasing the number of
clubs with which it maintained reciprocal relationships.

Moreover, during the emergency created by World War 11,
the Board of Management, on February 19, 1942, ordered that
the reciprocal relationship with the Lotos Club “be terminated,
and that the Secretary inform the president and managers of the
Lotos Club that this action has been made necessary by the in-
ability of the Cosmos Club to adequately care for its own non-
resident members now visiting Washington in more than or-
dinary numbers.”

During the war the Cosmos Club extended courtesies and
hospitality to members of the Athenaeum Club of London on
their visits to Washington. When Secretary Charles S. Piggot,
on November 8, 1943, suggested the appropriateness of an ex-
change relationship, the Athenaeum, on December 16, 1943,
rejected the proposal, and indicated a preference for continuing
its existing practice of electing to temporary honorary member-
ship any members of the Cosmos Club visiting the British Isles
who were recommended by members of the Athenaeum.

Following World War II requests for reciprocal privileges
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Club.” Powell’s resolution was in response to a motion by Sam-
uel Hay Kauffmann to give the use of the assembly hall at a
suitable season each year for an annual joint free exhibition of
original works of art and architectural drawings executed by
resident artists and architects of Washington on the same con-
ditions under which the hall was offered to other organizations.
Kauffmann’s motion was laid over until the next meeting and in
the meantime the committee appointed at Powell’s suggestion
(consisting of Kauffmann, Holmes, and Augustus Goodyear
Heaton) sought to evolve policy.

At the meeting of February 7, 1887, Kauffmann offered a
resolution that the Board of Management appoint a “standing
advisory committee on Art, of three members whose duty it shall
be to consider questions relating to the encouragement of art in
the Club, to arrange for art exhibits in the Cosmos Club Hall,
to advise with regard to decorations of the Club Mansion and
to propose measures relating to the above subjects to the Board
of Management for final adoption or rejection.” The Art Com-
mittee was, on March 7, 1887, authorized to increase its mem-
bership “at its discretion.” Club President John S. Billings an-
nounced at the same meeting that it was intended to have spe-
cial exhibitions of objects of interest on the third Monday of
each month, under the control of the Art Committee, which
now joined the House, Library, and Admissions Committees as
the only standing committees of the Club. An exhibit of Navajo
blankets, held on February 14, 1887, was one of the many ex-
hibits organized by the Art Committee in this period.

At the February 6, 1888, Club meeting Mr. Kauffmann
gained approval for his plan to put the assembly hall at the dis-
posal of the artists and architects of Washington for the exhibi-
tion of their work. Kauffmann’s resolution, as approved by the
Club, provided that the exhibition would last not less than four
and not more than six days beginning May 1, provided that it
did not interfere with the use of the hall by societies entitled to
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its use. No charge or fee for admission was to be made and per-
sons not members of the Club were allowed access only by the
H Street door and on presenting an admissions card signed by a
member of the Club or by an exhibitor.

An exhibition of Japanese paintings followed in May, but the
Club’s Western orientation was reaffirmed in August when the
Secretary was directed to write to Major Powell thanking him
for his action in having Bierstadt’s painting of Mount Hood
(the property of Senator Jones of Nevada) hung in the assembly
hall.

The success of the art exhibit (which became a yearly feature
of the Club) was remarkable. Mr. Heaton, chairman of the Art
Committee, on May 5, 18go, reported that the total attendance
at that year’s exhibit of local Washington artists had been about
four thousand.

The Club’s promotion of art made the Club known through-
out the city and even nationally. But with the development of
the National Gallery of Art (now the National Collection of
Fine Arts), the public art exhibits of the Club were, as Club
President Gilbert Grosvenor noted in a letter to George Hamil-
ton dated December 22, 1922, discontinued “‘until the quarters
of the Club are enlarged.”

The Club’s acquisition of the Dolley Madison house stimu-
lated members to seek to secure a portrait of the former first
lady for the Clubhouse. William A. DeCaindry asked the Board
of Management on November 14, 1892, for authority to secure
from the Club members subscriptions for a portrait of Dolley
Madison to be painted by E. F. Andrews. The suggestion was
referred to the Art Committee. That committee, after some de-
lay, responded to the Board on February 13, 1893, though de-
tails of its response, and the Board’s subsequent actions, are
absent from the Club’s records.

The first painting offered to and accepted by the Club was a
portrait painted by E. F. Andrews in 1892 of Dr. William Lee
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ing the tables would attract significantly more use of the second
floor, increase use of Club facilities generally or achieve restora-
tion of Old Club atmosphere.” The idea was thus effectively
killed.

The pictures most prominently displayed in the Club are the
portraits hung in the Long Gallery on the second floor. As one
enters the Long Gallery from the Newspaper Room, one sees
portraits of two distinguished men wearing goatee beards. One,
an oil, is of Otto H. Tittmann (1850-1938), a founding mem-
ber, by J. W. Forster. Dr. Tittmann became superintendent of
the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey and was one of America’s
most distinguished geodesists. The portrait was donated to the
Club in 1962 by his son and fellow Club member, Charles
Trowbridge Tittmann.

Nearby is an oil portrait of Swan Moses Burnett painted by
Jerome Uhl and signed “A mon ami Dr Swan M. Burnett, S.
Jerome Uhl, Washington, D.C. 1892.”” Dr. Burnett was the
father of Vivian Burnett from whom the story-book character
“Little Lord Fauntleroy”” was drawn by Dr. Burnett’s wife,
Frances Hodgson Burnett.

Over the fireplace in the Long Gallery hangs an elegantly
framed portrait of Henry Clay, Senator from Kentucky and
three times candidate for President of the United States, by
Samuel Lovett Waldo. The portrait was given to the Club in
1939 by M. Blakiston Wilkins as an expression of his apprecia-
tion of being made a member of the Club. The portrait is the
best and most valuable painting in the Club.

To the right of the fireplace are portraits of Simon Newcomb
by C. H. L. MacDonald, on loan from Simon N. Wilson, and of
Joseph A. Conry (1868-1943), painted by M. Matzkinn in
1920. Conry, a lawyer and member of the 57th Congress, 1901~
1903, was a member of the Club from 1935 to 1943. Conry, “a
boisterous, Chesterfieldian-in-manner man, tall and conspicu-
ous,” as one friend described him, was affectionately called
“Judge,” although he was no real jurist.
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Portraits of two founding members grace the corner. One is
of Henry C. Yarrow (1840-1929). The painting is unsigned but
apparently was done by E. F. Andrews. Yarrow served with
distinction in the Medical Corps during the Civil War. He was
curator of reptiles in the National Museum, 1872-1880, and in
the summers of 1886 and 1887 conducted expeditions through
the West collecting specimens for the Medical and National
Museums. The portrait of Garrick Mallery (1831-1894), also
by Andrews, was bequeathed to the Club by his wife, Helen
Marian Mallery, in 1920. This handsome founding member
had a distinguished career as soldier, lawyer, ethnologist, and
writer. In later years he associated himself with John Wesley
Powell at the Bureau of American Ethnology, where he became
an expert in the interpretation of Indian sign language.

The south wall of the Long Gallery features the portraits of
three Presidents of the United States who were at one time
members of the Club, namely, William Howard Taft (member
1904-1912), Woodrow Wilson (member 1913-1923), and Her-
bert Clark Hoover (member 1921-1934). The portraits are a
monument to Charles S. Piggot who, during his presidency of
the Club (1957), headed the successful drive to acquire them.
With the help of member Charles Bittinger, he secured from the
artist, John C. Johansen, the gift of his portrait sketch of Hoover.
In a letter to Thomas Beggs at the time, Bittinger wrote that it
was one of several the artist made of Hoover at his apartment in
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York. The other two presi-
dential portraits are not originals but are copies by the gifted
copyist C. Gregory Stapko of McLean, Virginia. The portrait
of Woodrow Wilson is after an original by Stanislav Rembski
now in the Woodrow Wilson Room of the Library of Congress.
The portrait of William Howard Taft is after an original painted
by William V. Sherill, lent for copying by Charles P. Taft, the
President’s son. The original was painted in 1905 when Taft
was Secretary of War. The three portraits were unveiled at a
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and one evoking its connection to the exploration of the Amer-
ican West, is Thomas Hill’s “Yosemite’ presently in the recep-
tion room adjacent to the West Garden entrance. On loan to
the Club from 1937, it was given to the Club in 1960 by Henry
C. Morris.

The Club is blessed with a number of fine sculptured pieces.
Perhaps the most significant is Ulric Stonewall Jackson Dun-
bar’s portrait bust of John Wesley Powell, who posed for it in
1891 at the peak of his scientific career. Marcus Baker (member
1884-1903) frequently accompanied Powell to the Canadian
sculptor’s studio for sittings during which he generally read
aloud from some piece of literature that Powell liked. “One
thing read was Ruskin’s Essays, and as the reading proceeded
he would interpret, analyse, and criticize, pointing out the
author’s strength, weakness, and limitations. Poetry also inter-
ested him, and we read Tam O’Shanter, which he knew by
heart.” Dunbar’s bronze of Powell was made by the Roman
Art Bronze Works of Corona, Long Island, from the original
terra cotta or “clay” bust in the U.S. Geological Survey library.

The Club is also privileged to have several sculptures of Paul
Wayland Bartlett (1865-1925), stepfather of the late Mrs. Armi-
stead Peter m1. A bronze cast of Lafayette on horseback was
given by Bartlett to the Club when he became a member in
1914. It dominates the center of the Warne Lounge. Mrs. Peter
also gave to the Club in 1960 five small bronzes modeled by her
stepfather: Head of Victory, Young Robin, Leopard, Mother and
Child, and Standing Nude.

The Club is also the possessor of a bust of Harvey W. Wiley
by Gutzon Borglum, a gift of Mrs. Wiley.

The Club possesses a fine collection of prints, notably of the
Swedish etcher Axel Herman Haig (1835-1921), mostly pre-
senting precise renderings of European cathedrals and street
scenes.

On January 17, 1940, the Board of Management authorized
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On November g, 1891, the Library Committee asked the
sanction of the Board of Management to arrange with a book-
seller, Mr. Morrison, to have new books placed on the Library
table for a week or ten days, the books to be available for pur-
chase through the steward. The proposal was approved with the
understanding that a reasonable discount would be allowed
Club members.

At a Club meeting attended by sixty-two persons on February
14, 1903, the Library and Art Committees were authorized to
have a bookplate prepared and placed in the books belonging
to the Club. The handsome bookplate that resulted, reproduced
on the facing page, was designed by William Fuller Curtis and
engraved in 1906 by Edwin Davis French, the distinguished
American copperplate engraver. -

Libraries must discard as well as acquire books, and on Feb-
ruary 11, 1907, the chairman of the Library Committee, Robert
Lee Preston, reported that the miscellaneous collection of U.S.
government publications belonging to the Club would be dis-
posed of by sale to Lowdermilk & Co., Washington, D.C.

At the same meeting of the Board at which the Library Com-
mittee reported its intention to discard U.S. government publi-
cations, it was reported also that the will of recently deceased
member George L. Bradley, a member from 1883 to 1906, con-
tained a clause leaving all his books in the city of Washington to
the Cosmos Club but with a residuary interest to be held in trust
for Mrs. Bradley during the term of her life. The Bradley be-
quest was received upon Mrs. Bradley’s death in 1919. Not all
the books went to the Club. Some (mostly engravings bound
together) went to the Library of Congress, and others (mostly
popular literature) were given to the Bradley Home for Incur-
ables (now the Emma Pendleton Bradley Home) in Providence,
Rhode Island.

The Club received twenty-six rare early printed books from
the Bradley bequest of which Franciscus Columna’s Hypneroto-
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of thirty-one to sixty-nine, the proposal “to paint the beams and
panels of the library ceiling in a uniform light-gray color”
was defeated.

On April 11, 1964, the Library Committee proposed to the
Board of Management the formation of a Special Collection of
books by Cosmos Club members that “are considered classics in
their fields.”” Each title selected for inclusion in the special col-
lection would be represented by a sound copy of the first or best
edition, with presentation or association copies especially sought.
The Special Collection would be shelved in locked cases in the
Library or in some other location in the Club, with restricted
access.

The Board of Management did not enthusiastically welcome
the suggestion. It wondered whether it was a proper function of
the Cosmos Club Library to build up collections of rare books
per se. The committee chairman, James G. McManaway, in a
letter of June 8, 1964, to the Board of Management, urged that
the collection of distinguished books and pamphlets by Cosmos
Club members could be displayed in the Warne Lounge but be
available for use by members who would have access to the
locked cases through a key available at the front desk. “The
Committee intends to make this collection a useful addition to
the Club Library as well as a monument to the authors honored
by inclusion in it,” McManaway noted. “The criterion for se-
lection would be the author’s contribution to the advancement
of knowledge or his preeminence in American literature.”

While the Library Committee failed to convince the Board of
Management to support its dream of a collection of important
books by Cosmos Club authors, it has periodically floated an-
other dream: the preparation of a card catalogue of the major
published works of Cosmos Club members. Dwight E. Gray, of
the Library Committee, on April 6, 1953, estimated that the
search to convert from names of members to card numbers
(which cards could then be purchased from the Library of Con-
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gress Card Division) for three thousand deceased Club members
could be done by one person in one to two weeks. The Library
Committee’s report for 1954 estimated the cost of “carding”
deceased members at $600 and expressed the hope that living
members would be willing to donate catalogue cards for their
own publications.

When Max Lowenthal, remembering the “pleasant evenings
I spent in the Club library” as a guest of Julian W. Mack, gave
$1,000 in 1954 for the purchase of books for the Club Library in
honor of Judge Mack, whose law secretary he had been, the
Library Committee proposed the assembling of a card cata-
logue of publications by Cosmos Club members as one of the
uses to which the money might be put. But the committee later
dropped the plan to compile such a catalogue with the Mack
donation and used the money instead for purchase of new books.

Late in 1957 the matter was again pushed by the Library
Committee, which prepared an announcement published in the
February 1958 Cosmos Club Bulletin. While recognizing that
“not all writings of all members can be preserved indefinitely;
indeed, they can’t even be assembled or collected,” the com-
mittee expressed its wish to “attempt to maintain a complete
bibliographical record of Club members™ and it solicited sup-
port from the membership for complete lists of members’ writ-
ings to be sent to the Club librarian. While the Club possesses
folders containing bibliographies and biographical information
on many of its members, it continues to lack a card catalogue of
books of even a small portion of its members.

Among the few special collections possessed by the Club are
the books written by its founder, John Wesley Powell. Pow-
ell’s bibliography published in 1gog by the Washington Acad-
emy of Sciences lists 251 titles. Of the 251 there are five books by
Powell of which the Cosmos Club has four. The volumes were
described in the November 1972 Bulletin by Donald H. Williams.

An important section of the Cosmos Club Library is the hand-
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somely bound set of the National Geographic Magazine which,
along with other cherished volumes owned by the Club, is
located in bookcases in the National Geographic Room ad-
jacent to the Library. The renovation of the room as an annex
to the Library was the gift of the National Geographic Society
in 1974.

Inscriptions and marginal notations in books in the Cosmos
Club Library form a diverting subsection to the history of the
Cosmos Club Library. Wirth F. Ferger, reporting in the May
1966 Bulletin on a discussion in the Library Committee of a book
donated anonymously to the Club Library, noted that another
Club member, also anonymous, had supplied a pasted-in note
which read: “This is a filthy, distorted, sexy, depressing travesty
on American academic life, and should be thrown on the trash
heap.” A passage from the book quotes the suicide note of a dis-
illusioned young instructor to the effect: “The world is badly
out of joint, so I'm leaving the joint.”

Perhaps more pertinent to Cosmos Club life is the inscription
in the presentation copy of Robert Carter Cook’s book Human
Fertility: The Modern Dilemma. The inscription reads: “To the
members of the Cosmos Club among whom fertility has ceased
to be a dilemma and has become an abstraction.”

Club members’ biological fertility may be suspect but their
intellectual fertility is evident, on the “New Books by Members’’
shelf, from the number of books to which they have given birth.
New books by members come in constantly by this means and
serve to enrich a Library already filled with the intellectual
production of earlier generations of Cosmos Club members.
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the week. The resolution was modified at the instance of Ed-
ward Miner Gallaudet by the proviso that the additional ex-
pense of the opening not exceed $20 per month.

Club rules have always laid stress on a studious and intense
decorum. Among those rules is one forbidding members to “re-
cline at length” in the public rooms of the Club. The rule was
initiated on May 11, 1891, at a meeting of the Board of Man-
agement, when Henry Randall Webb informed the Board that
the House Committee had warned certain members “who used
the sofas on the Club for undignified lounging, or sleeping” to
cease and desist. The Board approved the House Committee
action.

On June 8, 1891, the House Committee informed the Board
of Management that “the practice of lounging in an objection-
able manner by a certain member had been continued.” The
Board voted that the Secretary advise the offending member
that it considered his manner of using the sofas in the Club
rooms objectionable and that he discontinue the practice. The
objectionable lounging of the member continued to be a sub-
ject for Board action, and when the member fell in arrears in
payment of his room rent he came close to being expelled. He
was saved by an appeal from G. Brown Goode on October 12,
1891.

An authorization for $14.50 “for the repair of Sleepy Hollow
Chair” voted by the Board of Management on June 10, 1895,
may or may not have been related to the penchant of some
members to nod while in their favorite chairs; but we do find
that there was a popular, sleep-conducive Victorian chair known
as the “Sleepy Hollow Armchair,” said to have been the fa-
vorite of Washington Irving, of “Sleepy Hollow” fame.

A prohibition against removing newspapers, magazines, and
books from the Clubhouse or taking clippings from Club papers
was among the earliest Club rules but has always been difficult
to enforce. On January 14, 1901, the chairman of the House




































226 THE COSMOS CLUB

clothing was lost, thirty members introduced forty-seven guests
without registering them. One irate member, on April 10, 1951,
protested against “the archaic method of handling members’
hats and wraps. Last fall in bitter weather, someone carried off
my overcoat, and it was not recovered for some time and only at
considerable bother. Last night someone took my hat from the
coat room, and left a substitute of a slightly different size. I do
not know any way to protect myself against this sort of thing
except to wear my hat and coat in the dining room and lecture
room when I frequent the club.” The House Committee could
only reply that the Club was looking into the possibility of
mechanical equipment (locking hooks) to meet the difficulty,
which has never been satisfactorily solved.

Excessive drinking has not been unknown in the Club, but is
very rare. On October 3, 1951, one member complained about
“the habitual drunken sprees” of another. As an instance of the
member’s objectionable behavior, the complaining member as-
serted that the other had appeared ‘“‘already drunk about 8
p-m. shortly after dinner, and began playing the fool. At g p.m.
he went out and returned bringing an Abyssinian native drum.
He made considerable noise with this, pounding it and giggling
in maudlin fashion. At 10 p.m., now in very unsteady condition,
he staggered over to the bar, thumped the drum noisily, laid it
in the middle of the bar, interfering with the barmen and
waiters serving the customers in the Ladies Division, and re-
mained there, clinging drunkenly to the bar and babbling at
the bartender for one solid hour until closing time, 11 p.m.”

Another member in the middle 1950s made his frequent rest-
ing place a chair at the end of the Long Gallery. There he was
frequently seen fast asleep, sometimes with his feet on the round
table next to his chair. As one guest noted, on being shown the
area in 1953, “This must be the drunkard’s corner.” Two years
later the Club Executive wrote the member:
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Model A Flyer at Fort Myer in 19og (they took the streetcar for
Georgetown before dawn and then the Fort Myer trolley), the
brothers sometimes found the gregariousness of the Club more
than they cared for. Orville wrote to his sister on August 27:
“I find it more pleasant here at the [Cosmos] Club than I ex-
pected. The trouble here is that you can’t find a minute to be
alone. . . .” The fame of the Wright Brothers caused the Board
of Management to relax its restriction on the presence of women
in the Club. At its June 14, 1909, meeting the Board granted to
the Aero Club of Washington permission to give a luncheon to
the Wright Brothers on June 10. Ladies were admitted to the
Clubhouse for the occasion.

Sometimes guests at the Club, unlike the Wright Brothers,
seek actively to strike up a conversation with members. A
businessman guest, after several unsuccessful attempts at initiat-
ing a conversation, finally discovered an unbeatable opening
gambit. “Well, doctor,” he would say, ‘‘and how is the new
book coming along?”’

And the story is told of Leland O. Howard, who liked to have
his breakfast in uninterrupted solitude at the old Clubhouse,
while reading the morning paper. One morning a well-wisher
stopped at the Doctor’s table and remarked, “Good morning,
Dr. Howard, isn’t this a fine day?” At which Howard looked up
somewhat irritated and replied, “Sir, I am perfectly capable of
making my own meteorological observations.” This urbane
abruptness, perhaps quite typical of club life in general, is
reminiscent of the story told of Bertrand Russell’s brother who,
in a London club, was approached by a fellow member with the
query “May I take this chair?’ “Yes,” Russell replied, “if
you’ll take it with you.”

As a device to facilitate friendly exchange of opinions, Table
One (the long table in the Members’ Dining Room) is main-
tained as a common table where individual members can come
and join whoever may be already in attendance. Young and
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but on February g Goode followed up his original proposal with
a motion that a committee of three be appointed to consider the
subject of an Entertainment Committee as proposed at the pre-
vious Board meeting. The motion carried and Goode, William
Crawford Winlock, and Charles Elwood Mendenhall were ap-
pointed the committee.

At the April 13, 1891, meeting of the Board Goode spoke of
the increasing number of social clubs in Washington offering
many comforts and attractions. He urged the Cosmos Club to
take active measures to retain its prestige. On his motion, a
committee was formed by the President of Goode, John Robie
Eastman, and Grove Karl Gilbert to present recommendations
to the Board on the subject. Meanwhile, the special committee
on entertainment had gone right to work. On May 4, the Board
thanked J. M. Flint for the exhibit of ““a series of Foraminifera
exhibited by an original device, under the microscope,” which
he had organized in the Clubhouse at the request of the special
committee on entertainment. An even more impressive exhibit
was organized on February 8, 1892, Mr. Eadweard Muy-
bridge’s photographs of animal locomotion, which Muybridge
had kindly offered to provide for the occasion. This was one of
the first exhibits of Muybridge’s experiments in the persistence
of vision, which led to the invention, manufacture, and use of
the motion-picture projector.

So effective was the work of the special committee that it con-
tinued to exist along with the three standing committees: House,
Library, and Art. At the January 16, 1893, and February 12,
1894, meetings of the Board of Management Swan Moses Bur-
nett was appointed chairman of the committee.

Occasionally a gathering of one of the scholarly societies
meeting in the Clubhouse was called to the attention of the
members. Thus at the November 12, 1894, meeting of the Club,
John Wesley Powell announced that Paul Carus would lecture
on Buddhism at the November 10 meeting of the Anthropologi-
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talks or lectures at the monthly meetings and the President was
authorized to appoint a committee of three to arrange the pro-
gram.” The committee was authorized, subject to the approval
of the President, to invite “‘strangers of distinction’ to be guests
of the Club. At the November g, 1914, meeting, after the min-
utes were read and approved, 175 members listened to Club
member Nevil Monroe Hopkins speak on “What 1 Saw of the
War.”

The term “Program Committee” occasionally replaced the
old “Entertainment Committee” label in these years. Under
either guise the programs were a success. The annual report of
the Board of Management at the January 8, 1917, meeting of
the Club notes that ‘‘the addresses given in connection with the
monthly meetings have covered a wide range of subjects, and
that the Committee on Programs has been particularly success-
ful in its selection of speakers has been attested by the large
attendance at the meetings.”

The difficulty of providing a constant succession of speakers
led the Secretary to report to the Club, at its March 10, 1919,
meeting that, on recommendation of the Committee on Pro-
gram, the practice of having a lecture or talk of some kind
“every Monday evening”’ would be discontinued after the meet-
ing of April 7 and that ‘“such talks would be given only when
some topic of unusual interest was available.” In all probability
the reference to lectures “every Monday evening” was a ref-
erence to the fact that lectures were occasionally scheduled
on Mondays other than the single monthly scheduled Club
meeting.

Concern over the irregularity of the lecture program led F. E.
Farrington, H. B. Meyer, and H. K. Bush-Brown to ask the
Board of Management, on November 10, 1923, to take steps to
restore the old order of things with a regular monthly meeting
and a speaker to address the meeting. The request of the three
was accompanied by a letter from A. B. Coolidge stating that
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subsequent conversations with Mr. Farrington had indicated
that the latter did not desire a business meeting every month but
only that there should be a specified Monday in each month at
which members could count in advance on having an address or
some other form of entertainment. The Board referred the sug-
gestion to the Program Committee with the suggestion that the
practice be adopted.

The strong Club sentiment for incorporating the Monday
night lectures into the regular fabric of the Club was also ex-
pressed in a letter from Lawrence B. Evans to Club President
Charles S. Hamlin on November 16, 1925. Evans noted that an
Entertainment Committee had been appointed from time to
time but that it was not a permanent committee and had often
been allowed to lapse. “It seems to me,”” wrote Evans, “that the
work of this committee is of sufficient importance in the life of
the Club to justify its being made a permanent committee, and
that its work will be more likely to be done with regularity if it
is made one of the Club’s standing committees.”

At the annual meeting of the Club on January 11, 1926, an
amendment to create an Entertainment Committee as a new
standing committee of the Club received the necessary two-
thirds vote. Mr. Evans, on behalf of the Committee on Enter-
tainment for the previous year, asked for an opinion on the ques-
tion of admission of ladies to the entertainments. “After much
discussion, a motion that ladies be invited only on exceptional
occasions was adopted.”

The existence of a solid program of lectures undoubtedly
played a role in the decision of the Court of Claims in the case of
Cosmos Club v. United States, 42 F. 2d 321, decided June 16, 1930.
The Court ruled that dues of members of the Club were not
taxable because the Club’s predominant purpose was educa-
tional. The program of Monday night lectures on science, art,
literature, and education, by men distinguished in the profes-
sions, was prominently mentioned in the Court’s decision. The
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main lounge and open to wives and lady guests, the Board
agreed to authorize one musicale from 5 to 6 p.m. followed by a
buffet supper from 6 to 7 p.m. “as an experiment to further
sociability among the members and lady guests.” The Board
prescribed that the event take place some Sunday afternoon
during the month of October or November, the exact date to
be left to the decision of the Program Committee.

In the March 1972 issue of the Bulletin, the editor, Donald H.
Williams, in discussing “Music over the Years” in the Club,
wrote: “Of the arts represented in the membership of the Club,
music may have come in for less than its share of recognition
over the years. But professional competence in music has been
manifested in a number of ways by Club members. Both cur-
rently and in the past music as an artistic discipline has been
represented by conductors, composers, critics, musicologists,
and performers. The Club has also had generous patrons of
music, and at least one impresario; and the number of perform-
ing musicians, especially the accomplished amateurs, would
probably be a story in itself.”

By 1974 the sentiment for more music in the Club’s programs
persuaded the Board of Management to separate the music
activities from the aegis of the Program Committee and to form
a new Music Committee, under the chairmanship of Patrick
Hayes. This committee, which now has bylaw status along with
the other standing committees of the Club, includes among its
membership some of Washington’s most eminent musicians and
musicologists. It has inaugurated a series of “co-ed” evening
concerts, usually of chamber music, performed in the Warne
Lounge by professional musicians. In order for the Club to pay
honoraria to the performers, a small fee is now charged for
tickets to the concerts. On April 22, 1974, the dedication of a
new Steinway piano, purchased largely through members’ dona-
tions, was the occasion of a gala concert given by the distin-
guished Washington pianist Evelyn Swarthout (Mrs. Patrick
Hayes).
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In a city, especially since the completion of the Kennedy
Center, where music has become a dominant feature of its cul-
tural programs, it is perhaps not too much to claim that the
Club, in a tangential sort of way, is adding its widow’s mite to
Washington’s cultural life.

NeEw ForMs oF COMMUNICATION

The Cosmos Club has been slow to introduce modern means
of communication such as radio and television, since such inno-
vations may have seemed to many members to pose a threat to
personal communication by word of mouth, the form of social
interchange characteristic of the early years of the Club.

Not that members have been against modern devices as such.
A telegraph “machine” was installed soon after the Club’s
founding but was ordered removed from the rooms by the
Board of Management on January 5, 1880. The Board, on
February 6, 1888, moved that the House Committee inquire
into the possibility of having a clock connected with the United
States Naval Observatory so that standard time could be main-
tained in the Clubhouse. On April g, the House Committee was
authorized to contract for a control clock to be connected with
the Observatory at a rental of not to exceed $30 per annum.
However, on November g, 1891, the Board of Management,
apparently as an economy measure, voted that “the controlled
electric clock in the hall be dispensed with” along with the
Monday night punches except at monthly Club meetings.

In the meantime, however, on September 7, 1891, the Board
of Management authorized the President and Secretary to exe-
cute a contract for telephone service to January 1, 1893, at a
rental of $110 per annum. The presence of the telephone in the
Club grew in the following years until on February 10, 1913, the
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House Committee was asked by the Board to consider the ad-
visability of making a charge for the use of the telephone. At the
same time the House Committee was authorized to employ a
switchboard operator at $20 a month. The House Committee
recommended that a charge of five cents for each telephone
message going out from the Clubhouse be made. The recom-
mendation was approved.

On November 13, 1916, the Board authorized telephones
(eight in all) to be installed in the bedrooms and in the middle
room on the second floor of the old building on Lafayette
Square. Five years later, on May 20, 1921, the House Com-
mittee voted to place a telephone in each room on the top floor
of the Cameron House and to remove the telephone from the
hall on that floor. By August 26, 1924, the “engagement of a
second experienced telephone operator” for the evening shift
was authorized.

When a member, after World War II, applied to have a
private telephone installed in his room, the House Committee,
on December 17, 1947, was reluctant to authorize the installa-
tion, especially when “there appears to be definite indication
that the Club is being used as a business headquarters.” The
House Committee finally agreed that approval would not be
granted for such private telephones “except in special cases
where the need is fully demonstrated and where its use would
not be primarily on business matters.”

The telephone functioned primarily to increase an individu-
al’s ability to communicate with another individual without
interfering with his fellow Club members. The radio was a
different matter. On April 8, 1924, the House Committee con-
sidered a letter from R. B. Wilcox requesting permission to
place an aerial on the roof of the Club. “It was the opinion of
the committee that aerials should not be allowed.” But the next
week, with two additional members of the House Committee in
attendance, it was voted to allow Wilcox to run an aerial from
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near the roof at the southeast corner of the main Club building
to the window of Room 34 with the understanding that “proper
lightning arresters” be installed and that the work be done in
accordance with District of Columbia regulations. The House
Committee also stipulated that no loud speaker be used. On
January 20, 1925, the House Committee authorized another
member, William M. Mann, “to string a radio wire from Room
41 to the opposite roof.” Still, radio did not enter the public
rooms of the Club, even temporarily, until November 2, 1928,
when the House Committee authorized the manager to “rent a
radio to be used in receiving election returns at a cost not to
exceed $10.00.” Despite these hesitant examples of accommoda-
tion, the Club acted on Gifford Pinchot’s observation, made at
the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Club’s founding
a few weeks after the election of 1928, that “radio is the enemy
of all clubs.”

Temporary installation of a radio receiver for national elec-
tion returns was occasionally approved, as in 1936, but, al-
though the House Committee discussed the purchase of a radio
in 19438, it was not until June 20, 1945, that the Board of
Management requested the House Committee to provide a
radio in the Tayloe Room ‘““which, under the control of the
House Committee, should be used during programs of general
interest.” The House Committee minutes for April 16, 1947,
note that “a small portable radio has been removed from the
Tayloe Room and consideration was given to making it avail-
able elsewhere for the use of members. It was finally concluded
that the most practical arrangement would be to have the
instrument available at the front desk and obtainable upon
request by members. At the time of requesting it they can be
informed as to the rooms in which it may be used, these being
the Tayloe Room, Board Room, Card Room, and Colonial
Room whichever may be most suitable at the time.”

A petition dated July 27, 1948, and signed by thirty-three
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members, requested the Board of Management to purchase a
first-class radio and install it in a suitable place with the neces-
sary aerial for the use of members “on important occasions.”
The Board, in response, on August 4 voted up to $100 for a
suitable model radio to be installed in the rear of the Ladies’
Parlor. On August 18 the House Committee approved the
purchase of a Zenith model 71H-820 with special eight-inch
speaker, with eight tubes, wired for both Ac and pc, at a price
of $79.95.

Television had an equally hard time gaining acceptance in
the Club. On February 15, 1950, Secretary Paul H. Oehser read
a letter from Charles T. Tittmann, chairman of the Entertain-
ment Committee, suggesting that a television set be purchased
for the taproom. The Board of Management voted to defer ac-
tion on the request. The matter was referred to the House Com-
mittee which, on March 6, reported that it was “unanimously
opposed at this time to the purchase of a television set for the
taproom.” On March 15 the Board of Management accepted
the House Committee recommendation against the purchase of
a television set.

The next year, on January 17, 1951, the purchase of a tele-
vision set was again discussed by the Board of Management, but
it was decided that the matter should be deferred until the Club
occupied its new quarters. In an article appearing in the New
York Times on October 19, 1952, describing the move of the
Club into its new quarters, the writer—member E. John Long
—quoted the reaction of a “prominent lawyer” member when
the issue was raised the previous year: “Television?”’ the lawyer
snorted. “Why, we haven’t accepted radio yet!”

Even the lure of election-night coverage did not sway the
traditionalists. On October 20, 1952, the House Committee re-
jected the suggestion that a television set be rented for use in the
Clubhouse on election night. Nor did the prospect of viewing
the inaugural of Dwight David Eisenhower from the comfort of
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the Clubhouse convince the doubters. On January 5, 1953, the
House Committee minutes record: “Disapproved: The sugges-
tion that a Television be rented for use in the Club during
Inauguration.”

The Board of Management, on July 15, 1953, declined an
invitation from the Greater Washington Educational Television
Association inviting the Club to name a representative to attend
a meeting at which an Advisory Council to the Association was
to be organized.

The ice began to break in the fall of 1953 when, on Septem-
ber 29, the offer of a television set from Sylvania Electrical
Products Co., Inc., through a member, Henry M. O’Bryan, was
discussed. The House Committee refused the gift, arguing that
there was no facility in the Club suitable for the reception of a
television set. On receipt of a letter from another member after
the meeting, however, the House Committee agreed to consider
the matter further at a later meeting. On October 5 the House
Committee reconsidered the proposed gift of a television set. “It
was pointed out that Room 304 would be suitable for location
of a television, and the only space so suitable in the Club. Di-
rected: That the gift of a television through Dr. Henry O’Bryan
be accepted with appreciation and that up to $60.00 be autho-
rized for the expense of proper installation, if necessary, and
that the television set when received be installed in Room 304.”

The Club has maintained a television set ever since, usually
discreetly tucked away in Room 304. Occasionally, however,
the television has invaded more sacred precincts of the Club.
The House Committee, on January 11, 1954, after listening to
various opinions, agreed that “the television should be returned
to Room 304 until some other and better location be found. For
special national occasions, the TV may be brought downstairs
(when authorized) by the Executive.” For a time it “enjoyed”
quarters in the southeast corner of the Warne Lounge.

On February 20, 1957, the Board of Management passed a
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on the a la carte menu such as onion soup, Italian pastas, salads,
etc., “which were so appreciated a few years ago.” Leland also
complained about the charge for bread and butter when paying
a la carte. “It seems to me that the price of food has declined
sufficiently to allow the inclusion of bread and butter with all
orders totalling seventy-five cents or more.”

Mr. Leland’s concerns were not ignored. On November 15,
1921, the House Committee voted that no charge for bread and
butter should be made on a la carte orders amounting to fifty
cents or over. At the same time it ordered cryptically that “ice
should not be crushed before eight o’clock in the morning ex-
cept in case of emergency.”

Leland’s victory was short-lived, however. On March 14,
1922, the House Committee voted to restore the charge of ten
cents for bread and butter in the main dining room.

At this time meals were served in bedrooms on request and at
an extra charge. The House Committee, in keeping with the
spartan image of the Club, voted on February 28, 1922, that in
the future meals were to be served in bedrooms only in cases of
illness of a member or guest and that no extra charge would be
made for such service.

On the fiftieth anniversary of the celebration of the Club’s
founding, in 1928, Charles Edward Munroe commented on the
simplicity permeating the Club’s operations. “Go to the dining
room,” Munroe exclaimed. “I don’t recall that I have found
among our cooks a cordon bleu, or among our stewards or man-
agers a Savarin. We have had epicures in the Club, but epi-
curean feasts have been rare.”

By the 1930s the Club possessed a main dining room on the
fifth floor of the Clubhouse, as well as ladies’ dining rooms on
the first floor and private dining rooms on the fourth floor. The
scattered location of these dining rooms made for some ineffi-
ciency, and the Club was constantly faced with the problem of
uneconomical operation of the food department. Early in 1937
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be reduced to the ‘“‘customary type of snack served at cocktail
parties, namely, cheese spreads, canapes, crackers, snack breads,
potato chips, olives, pickles, etc. . . . , and coffee demitasse.”
The Board approved the experiment and, on December 15,
1954, authorized a continuation of the Monday night buffet
suppers on the new plan.

A later study (September 13, 1954) of the “free suppers” on
Monday night led to a recommendation by the House Commit-
tee that the practice be discontinued since the number of people
participating did not usually exceed forty “and these were usu-
ally the same persons.”” The total cost to the Club was estimated
at $40 a night. The Board agreed to discontinue the Monday
night suppers for the time being and to reconsider the matter
in the fall.

The matter of the Monday night suppers continued to bedevil
the House Committee and Board of Management in succeeding
years. The post-lecture offerings were gradually reduced to
coffee and alcoholic beverages served at chit prices, along with
some simple complimentary cheese spreads and the like.

Frequent attempts have been made to increase Club use of
the dining facilities on weekends. A buffet dinner served on
Sunday nights was approved by the House Committee on No-
vember 3, 1941, and given its first trial on November 16, 1941.

Friday night dinners became a problem as the extended
weekend, the distant suburbs, vacation homes, and what the
American Automobile Association once referred to as the “free-
dom of automobility”’ became more pronounced in the 1950s.
As a result, the House Committee, on October 19, 1953, pro-
posed that the use of the Members’ Dining Room for Friday din-
ners be eliminated when, at the discretion of the Executive,
there was not sufficient use of the room to warrant maintaining
service. Use of the Members’ Dining Room at night is now
limited to special occasions.

An inroad on the declining use of the Club for dining on
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plement the supply of linen towels™ in the downstairs lavatory.
The use of paper napkins in the dining room was not, however,
approved. On February 7, 1944, the House Committee ap-
proved the recommendation of the manager, Mrs. Kinney, that
“because of the War and laundry conditions, paper napkins be
used at breakfast and luncheon.” Victory in World War II
did not automatically bring back with it linen napkins. In an
outraged letter of May g, 1947, George F. Bowerman expressed
the wish that members “may again enjoy the linen napkins
instead of the tissue paper affairs we now have to put up with.”
The House Committee, on June 4, 1947, somewhat taken aback
by Dr. Bowerman’s letter, estimated that the use of hand towels
in the wash room would increase costs about $2,500 per an-
num, an amount the committee did not feel the Club could
afford. The House Committee did approve, however, the re-
placement of paper napkins with cloth napkins in the main
dining room.

Nine years later, Dr. Bowerman returned to the fray writing
the chairman of the House Committee (March 5, 1956) re-
garding “the absence of strawberry ice cream on the menu.”

Other members have given the House Committee advice on
food service in the Club. Frederick M. Feiker on April 5, 1956,
provided a list of seven instructions “in the friendly and simple
art of serving a meal.” No. 3 read: “Arrange the food properly
—i.e. I like my pie pointed at me!”’ Feiker’s Rule No. 7, “Re-
member the finger bowls and have more than 1 inch of water
in them for a man-sized hand,” has since gone by the board as
the Club, some time thereafter, stopped the practice of provid-
ing finger bowls.

Seating arrangements at the Cosmos Club have allowed for
privacy but encouraged sociability. The principal foci of soci-
ability are the Long Table in the Members’ Dining Room and
the Round Table in the Garden Dining Room. Herbert Putnam
always sat in the same chair at the Long Table at the old Club-
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house. Any member might come and join the group (a practice
still in effect in the new Clubhouse). However, Putnam is re-
ported to have shown some annoyance when “his” chair was
inadvertently occupied by a stranger. Today, as noted in Denys
Myers’s vignette (p. 321), Putnam’s chair is graced with a
plaque and is frequently occupied by “‘strangers” at the Long
Table in the Members’ Dining Room.

A tradition of the habitués of the Long Table dating from the
1920s and 1930s was for a member returning from a vacation
abroad to treat his table mates to pie. As Albert Atwood re-
called in the February 1959 Bulletin, the pies were apple, mince,
cherry, lemon meringue, and chocolate. Atwood concluded that
the rising cost of food had something to do with the demise of
the tradition.

One of the most significant innovations involving food at the
Club was the “Book and Author Supper,” previously men-
tioned, initiated on March 23, 1954, by William N. Fenton,
chairman of the Library Committee. Fenton hoped to acquaint
members of the Club with Club authors and their new books.
The practice did, indeed, become a Club tradition.

Another innovation in eating habits was the establishment in
1971 of the Cosmos Club Noon Forum. Subjects dealt with at
the Forum are various topics of contemporary political, eco-
nomic, and social concern, and are presented by individual
speakers or by a panel of experts. The Forum has been limited
to members and male guests and has virtually achieved the
status of a “tradition.”

Wine tasting as a formal event at the Club seems to have be-
gun with a New York State wine-tasting affair on September g,
1965, sponsored by Konstantin Frank, a New York State wine-
grower. Wine-tasting sessions, conducted by experts in oenol-
ogy, achieved a growing popularity in the 196os and 1970s and
have dealt with the wines of Germany, France, Spain, Italy,
Cyprus, the Near East, Mexico, Australia, and other countries.



262 THE COSMOS CLUB

Though the Club’s wine list has never aspired to meet the
standards of the snobbish connoisseur, it is a respectable one
and has received the perennial attention of the House Com-
mittee and other officers of the Club. During his assignment as
science attaché in London, Charles S. Piggot wrote to the Board
of Management that something ought to be done to improve
the “wives” of the Club. Puzzled, the Board finally decided that
Charles’s dubious chirography was at fault and that he meant
“wines.”

The importance of a chef in a Club in which eating consti-
tutes an important activity is obvious, but it is hard to penetrate
the veil of anonymity that shrouds those who prepared food in
the early years of the Club’s history. The name of the first cook
hired, in 1894, was not recorded. Nor was that of the second
cook brought on in the next decade.

By 1941 John Kirchhofer was established as chef, as indicated
by an appeal for an increase in his salary by the House Com-
mittee on May 5, 1941. Kirchhofer was given a $25 a month
increase effective January 1, 1942; $15 extra was given to the
second cook, John Bowlding; to the baker, John Wiesner; and
to the third cook Goodwin Herndon; as well as $10 extra to the
vegetable cook, Fred Lester.

The House Committee minutes for June 3, 1946, recorded
approval of an additional two weeks’ sick leave for another chef,
Abraham Grob, who had been absent for six weeks after an eye
operation. When Grob retired November 1, 1953, John Bowl-
ding was promoted to chef for a probationary period. Grob was
kept on as a consultant. On June 20, 1955, the House Commit-
tee concluded that “in order to get the best results, we shall have
to employ a full-time Chef.”” But the House Committee noted
that good chefs commanded up to $150 a week and “this is more
money than is received by anyone now in the Cosmos Club’s
employ.” While former Secretary Piggot suggested importing a
chef for less money, the House Committee worried that it would
be impossible to keep him on the job once he was here.
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room. Although some enthusiasts asked that the vacated room
be turned into a poolroom instead of a third parlor, on March 2,
1885, at a special meeting of the Club, twenty-four members
present, the Club voted to make the billiard room a third parlor
and to fit up the room used by the Board of Management for the
exclusive use of card and chess players, turning over the card-
room to be used for the Board of Management and the office of
the Club.

When the Club expanded to acquire the Dolley Madison
House on the corner of H Street, the House Committee, on
November 29, 1886, was authorized to buy a new billiard table
and a new pool table, the total cost not to exceed $500.

Joseph B. Marvin, in an article describing the Cosmos Club in
the October 31, 1894, issue of the Baltimore News, noted that
“the fascinating game of poker has not yet been introduced, but
whist and chess are played with zeal and skill.” Marvin re-
ported that Adolphus Washington Greely, the Arctic explorer
(also described by Marvin as “the handsomest and one of the
most entertaining members of the Cosmos™), was “one of the
masters in whist, and Prof. Simon Newcomb is usually victori-
ous in chess.” Whether, as Marvin asserted, “men of science, as
a rule, are unsocial and a club is the one thing they need to
cultivate their social side,” the sociability of Cosmos Club mem-
bers was nowhere more in evidence than around the billiard,
whist, and chess tables.

Card playing, billiards, and pool continued to provide the
principal recreational diversions of Cosmos Club members in the
period prior to and immediately following World War II. F. C.
Brown, in a letter to Sam Broadbent on October 8, 1959, re-
called how the cardroom in World War I was a gathering place
for players, kibitzers, and jokesters. Frank Warne was among
the many attendants. “He would almost always respond when
an extra player was needed but frequently would retire to kibitz
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But hold! Enough? We don’t yet have ’em all . . .
Suppose we start again, with Miles DuVal;

Let’s throw a popcorn ball to Doc McBurney,

And drink a Christmas toast to Malcolm Pirnie,

To Rabbi Gerstenfeld and Raymond Swing,

And those whose names don’t rhyme with anything.

The billard sharks—may nought deflect their shots;
May no bridge fan o’erstimate his spots . . .

Joy to Mrs. Kinney! May she be able

Always to raise the standards of our table

And by some great supernal inspiration

Give Cosmos the best victuals in the Nation!

Heap well the plate of Sidney Taliaferro,

Serve up white meat to Douglas Oliver;

Speed up the service, keep nobody waitin’;

Bring extra muffins to William A. Dayton;

And when you see our friend Stan Young walk in
Stint not the jiggers for his double gin.

Put on the door a wreath of Christmas holly
For Reverend Tippy and for H. R. Tolley;
Send greetings round to Ruel Pardee Tolman,
Best wishes to Laurence and Russell Coleman,
To Charles S. Piggot, now, alas, in London,
And to Standards Bureau Chief, Dr. Condon.

Also a merry Yule to Russell Lord,

To Robert C. Cook and Guy Stanton Ford:
But for their magazines we’d be no wiser . . .
The same applies to Howard [C.] Zahniser,
To Geoffrey Hellman, writer, of New York,
Beverly Smith, and Johnny T. O’Rourke.

Hang high the branch of shining mistletoe . . .
Heigh-ho to Paul and Wilson Popenoe;

Bring in the well-known log, build up the fires,

For Denys, Lawrence, George, and Paul F. Myers;
Hand out the shirts and socks and ties and galluses

To all the Taylors, Smiths, and Wrights, and Wallaces.
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The Season’s happiness and cheer we hope’ll

Catch up with Dr. P. Constantinople,

Hunt down, where’er he is, our friend Bill Vogt, ’n’
Visit Augustus S. and H. C. Houghton;

Call at the hearth of Dentist Daniel Lynch,

And increase the clients of George A. Finch.

Save a spot on the Cosmos Christmas tree
For monosyllabic members, such as Lee,
Thom, Zahm, Ogg, Boggs, Hill, Gill, Heard, Bird, Bush, Guy,
Cobb, Lamb, Gay, Grant, Shaw, Show, Swann, Tate, and Fry;
Long, Lodge, Pope, Poos, Roos, Flood, Mudd, Judd, Crum,
Weed,
Zook, Zon, Zoch, Zies, Finn, Wolf, Coons, Lent, Wood,
Tead . ..

And that’s not all—there’s Gile and Knapp and Lapp,
There’s Morse and Nourse and Baehr and Sayre and Clapp,
Pyle and Wile, Back, Lack, Briggs, Riggs, Biggs, and Price,
North and West, Fitch, Rich, Hale, Gale, Graf, and Rice;
There’s Hard and Ward, Parr, Park, Carr, Stine, and Ross,
Toole and Poole, Thorp, Todd, Cyr, Das, Marsh, and Moss.. . .

Ah well, the Hurley Burla’s done . . . the names
Crowd in too fast—Schmitt, Campbell, Colton, James.
And hundreds more—indeed, two thousand strong—
That make the burden of this Christmas song . . .

So sing it, young and old, sing loud and clear,

And thank God Christmas comes but once a year.

When Oehser soon after took over the editing of the Bulletin,
his poetic essay prompted some mock alarm. As the new editor
noted in the August 1951 issue: “Already one member, with a
backward leer to the December 1950 issue, has inquired whether
The Bulletin is henceforth to be composed in blank verse. The
answer is NO. Prose will continue to reign supreme, with verse
kept in its customary peanut-gallery position, looking down on
the cosmic scene with its hungry and supercilious eyes.”
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The publication in the March 1964 Bulletin of a catalogue of
twenty-five collective nouns that are applied to different groups
of animals stimulated Cosmos Club members at the luncheon
tables and at their writing tables. The original list included a
covey of partridges, a hide of pheasants, a wisp of snipe, a bevy
of quails, a flight of doves or swallows, a muster of peacocks, a
siege of herons, a building of rooks, a brood of grouse, a plump
of wildfowl, a stand of plovers, a cast of hawks, a watch of night-
ingales, a clattering of choughs, a flock of geese, a swarm of bees,
a school of whales, a shoal of herring, a herd of swine, a skulk of
foxes, a pack of wolves, a drove of oxen, a troop of monkeys, a
pride of lions, and a sleuth of bears. The editor, in commenting
on the list, noted that

It has been a long time since we have seen a chough around our
place, and whales have almost disappeared from the Fairfax County
countryside; so may we add a few items to the above list, representing
more immediate faunal problems, as, for instance, a spate of spar-
rows, a passel of dogs, a welter of wasps, a mess of moles, a jug of
Japanese beetles, a tournament of termites, a scratch of chiggers, and
maybe a diet of worms.

Two members, in correspondence with the editor, added to the
list of collective nouns “a mess of fish” and *‘a flight of fancies.”

How should Cosmos Club members be addressed? The pleth-
ora of titles and honors held by Club members caused the Sec-
retary to announce, in the May 1963 Bulletin, that

in the future, in official correspondence of the Club, members will be
addressed as Mr., all other titles being supplanted by this more dig-
nified if less discriminating form. This practice, he believes, will be
in the interest of efficiency and will obviate the not inconsiderable
task of trying to verify whether a man is Dr., Prof., Hon., Pres.,
H.E., Sen., Col., Gen., Capt., Adm., Esq., etc., etc., etc. It may be a
little time, however, before all the names on the Club’s stenciled
mailing list can be changed, so please be patient.

Despite the attempt to ban titles in the Club, they have
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Lindsay Rogers (’34) contributed a jingle to Page 2: The
Best of ‘Speaking of Books’ from the New York Times Book Review
which he acknowledged picking up from an unknown luncheon
companion at the Cosmos Club. The lines, illustrating a con-
tribution dealing with ‘“Metaphors,” read:

Where can a man buy a cap for his knee?

Or a key for the lock of his hair?

Can his eyes be called a school

Because there are pupils there?

In the crown of his head,

What gems are found?

Who travels the bridge on his nose?

Can he use in building the roof of his mouth
The nails on the ends of his toes?

Can the crook of his elbow be sent to jail?

If so, what did it do?

How does he sharpen his shoulder blades?

I’ll be hanged if I know, do you?

Can he sit in the shade of the palm of his hand?
Or beat the drum in his ear?

Can the calf of his leg eat the corn on his toe?
If so, why not grow corn on the ear?

For William F. Claire (’74), the Club rules provided the oc-
casion for a poetic effusion at the dinner celebrating the ninety-
sixth anniversary of the founding of the Club. In mock despair
at the meaning of a Club rule, Claire wrote:

I am, in short, perplexed by number fifteen
In trying to interpret just what it means

NO PERSON SHALL BE PERMITTED TO RECLINE

AT LENGTH IN THE PUBLIC ROOMS OF THE CLUB
And ask humbly if this refers to the passage of time?
Or simply to the contours of the body’s outline?

Club members continue to amuse their luncheon partners
with literary flights in poetry and prose, though too many such
flights disappear without a trace.
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W J McGee, by Paul H. Oehser (April 1948)

John Wesley Powell, by H. C. Bryant (June 1948)

Henry Stephens Washington, by Charles S. Piggot (July 1948)
Henry Stephens Washington, by Austin H. Clark (March 1953)
Frank Julian Warne, by Edward Keating (September 1948)

Albert Kenrick Fisher, by Paul H. Ochser (October 1948,
with addendum October 1949)

Otto H. Tittmann, by F. Barrows Colton (June 1949)

Frank G. Carpenter, by “Domina Gratiosa” (July 1949)
William Henry Holmes, by Neil M. Judd (March 1g952)

Leland Ossian Howard, by Austin H. Clark (October 1952)
William Jay Hale, by Carl B. Fritsche (May 1956)

Joseph Meredith Toner, by Homer T. Rosenberger (April 1957)
Herbert Putnam, by Denis P. Myers (September 1957)

Frank Beates Scheetz, by David J. Guy (May 1965)

Charles Bittinger, by Elliott B. Roberts (December 1974)

W J McGEE

IN HIS RECENTLY PUBLISHED AUTOBIOGRAPHY,
Breaking New Ground (Harcourt, Brace, $5), the late Gifford Pinchot
(member of the Cosmos Club for nearly half a century and its presi-
dent in 19o8) pays high tribute to another fellow-member who was
active in the scientific life of Washington fifty years ago. His name
was W J McGee, and he insisted that the periods be omitted after
his initials. He was a truly eminent anthropologist, geologist, and
hydrologist and was a member of the Club from January 12, 1885,
until his death on September 5, 1912. There are some still alive who
remember him well. Walter Hough (another C.C. member) wrote






286 THE COSMOS CLUB

recent accessions. Among these battered volumes was the Life of W 7
McGee, by his sister Emma R. McGee. It contains a biography and
extracts from his writings. Though making no pretensions as a great
work of literature, this book appealed to me as worth at least twenty-
five cents; so I bought it. I have read a good deal of it and am con-
vinced that Pinchot was right: McGee was a great scientist and a
great public servant and an inspiring personality. If, at some future
time, the Library* should ever want to place this book back on its
shelves where it belongs, the undersigned present owner may be
reached at the Smithsonian Institution. There is every reason to sup-
pose that he would yield to a reasonable offer and that he might not,
if the Club were particularly hard-pressed, even insist on getting his
quarter back.

Pavr H. OEHSER

* It does.—Library Committee.

JOHN WESLEY POWELL

IN THE FORMATIVE DAYS of the Cosmos Club, one of
the scientific leaders in Washington was Major John Wesley Powell,
director (without salary) of a newly formed Bureau of Ethnology
(1879) under the Smithsonian Institution, and director of the Geo-
logical Survey of the Department of the Interior, he having urged its
creation and having been appointed after the resignation of the first
director, Clarence King, in 1881. John Wesley Powell’s name heads
the list of founders who, in 1878, brought into being the Cosmos Club
as we know it today. Powell held until 1894 his post as director of the
Geological Survey. This period of his life, spent as an outstanding
organizer and administrator, followed after years spent as a college
science teacher and additional years as a Western explorer and nat-
ural history collector which brought him national acclaim.

Powell was born in Mount Morris, Livingston County, New York,
on March 24, 1834, the fourth of nine children in the family of Joseph
and Mary Dean Powell, who had migrated to America from England
in 1830. The father became an ordained preacher in the Wesleyan
Methodist Church, and was known for his religious fervor and anti-
slavery attitude. Like many pioneer families, this one moved west-
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sets, all the scientific instruments and all written data were lost. As a
consequence, the second expedition was undertaken in 1871. On the
dangerous trip through the rapids from Green River, Wyoming, to
where the Hoover Dam now stands, he directed his expedition from
an armchair lashed to the deck of the leading boat. His report to the
government, published 1875, has become classic.

This one-armed scientist, John Wesley Powell, was a thinker, a
great producer of scientific papers, and an organizer of rare ability.
It was he who advocated a complete topographic map of the United
States and the preservation for the people of the waters and irrigable
lands of the arid West. It was he who headed the effort to establish
the Bureau of Ethnology and organize its work. And it was through
his endeavor that early explorations and survey activities were re-
moved from the War Department and concentrated in the Geologi-
cal Survey. Like many another thinker, in his later years he turned
attention to psychology and philosophy, producing two volumes.

He died on September 23, 1902, and was buried in the National
Cemetery in Arlington. On the second anniversary of his death, at a
meeting of the International Geological Congress at Grand Canyon,
Arizona, a memorial monument on the rim was recommended,
which was dedicated May 20, 1918, after Congress had made an
appropriation for its construction. Secretary of Interior Franklin
Lane said on this occasion: “Major Powell, throughout his life, was
the incarnation of the inquisitive and courageous spirit of the Amer-
ican. He wanted to know and he was willing to risk his life that he
might know. This was the spirit that he showed in making the hazard
of his life in exploring the Colorado River canyons.” Nor is this
monument the only memorial, for bearing his name are the Powell
National Forest in Utah; within Grand Canyon National Park:
Powell Plateau and Powell Saddle; and near Needles, California,
Powell Lake; and the town of Powell in Mohave County, Arizona.
And, of course, it was Powell who appropriately named the greatest
of all canyons, the Grand Canyon.

H. C. BryanT
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At one time Henry became interested in diamonds in Brazil and
traveled on horseback a great many miles through little-known areas
of that great country. He was interested in good food and could dis-
cuss in great detail from his personal knowledge the merits of little-
known eating places in Istanbul, Alexandria, Cairo, Messina, Ven-
ice, Trieste, Casablanca, St. Pierre, Santo Domingo, as well as those
of Torino and Pouger, here in Washington (he died in the home of
the last in 1934). In 1918-1919, he was scientific attaché at the
American Embassy in Rome. About 1934, he returned to have a look
at Mt. Etna which was threatening to boil over. He was asked by the
Italian government to visit the site of ancient Carthage and advise in
archeological work being done there. His scathing criticism of the
Italians included complaints that they could not distinguish between
Carthaginian and Roman mortar, were not judges of good wines,
and had failed to make friends with the Arabs. This last deficiency
he corrected by purchasing an Arab grammar and going down and
living in the Arabian workmen’s camp where he was soon hobnob-
bing and getting tight with the Arab foreman, to the entire satisfac-
tion of both. His facility with languages is illustrated by an observa-
tion of the writer who, in the course of an hour spent with him, saw
him read with ease an ancient Greek text, a modern Greek news-
paper, French, German, Italian, and Norwegian scientific articles,
and finally close the evening deep in a Spanish volume. He com-
plained bitterly of the inadequate drinking facilities of the Cosmos
Club which in those days were located in the small room in the cellar
where he and his intimate companion, Charles Munroe, discoverer
of the Munroe effect, the original specimens of which constitute the
fire screen in the lounge, and whose portrait also adorns that room,
spent many hours in bibulous and happy argument. Charles and
Henry were two of the outstanding characters of the good old days of
which Henry was the most picturesque of them all.

CuARLES S. Piceor
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world. When he was seventy-four his left leg was amputated above
the knee, but he was soon back on a full-time schedule although de-
pendent upon a wheelchair and crutches. “Let’s get on with the
job” was his daily challenge to himself and those about him. He
came to Washington in the spring of 1871; married Katherine Clif-
ton Osgood eleven years later. Their home on Belmont Street, over-
looking the city, was known to intimates for its gracious hospitality,
wit, and wisdom. After Mrs. Holmes’s death in 1925, Professor
Holmes resided at the Cosmos Club until his retirement from gov-
ernment service in 1932. And then, true to his nature, he left Wash-
ington without saying a farewell to anyone.

Like many another, Holmes had no thought of staying when he
first came to Washington. His purpose was a brief course in painting
under a local artist, but he expected to follow this with advanced
study at the Massachusetts State Normal School, at Salem. In 1871
visitors to the Capital City visited the Smithsonian Institution, as
they still do. But young Holmes differed from the average sightseer.
On his first visit to the famous red-sandstone building he stopped
just inside the door to sketch a colorful tropical bird; he attracted the
attention of a visiting scientist from Costa Rica and was invited up-
stairs to see a new volume on the birds of Central America. While
examining the bird book he was introduced to Dr. F. B. Meek, the
paleontologist, who was so impressed with Holmes’s artistic ability
that he hired him on the spot to draw fossil shells. In later years
Holmes found amusement in saying that skill with a pencil rather
than ability won him his first government position.

Skill with a pencil kept him at the Smithsonian until the following
spring, when he was offered employment with Dr. F. V. Hayden, in
charge of the U.S. Geological and Geographical Surveys of the Ter-
ritories. As artist on the Yellowstone Expedition of 1872, Holmes
spent his spare time studying geology and so profitably that Hayden
appointed him assistant geologist in 1874 and leader of the south-
western, or San Juan, division.

In 1875 the San Juan division had over six thousand square miles
of unexplored territory to map—an area lying mostly in Colorado
but including adjoining portions of Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico.
Its only settlement was Parrot City, a year-old mining camp of 40 or
50 men on La Plata River. Supplies were hauled in by wagon from
Denver by the way of Abiquiu and Tierra Amarilla, in the Territory
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of New Mexico. Holmes and five companions were camped in south-
eastern Utah one night when Ute Indians ran off with all their sad-
dle and pack animals. Except for the midnight alertness of one of
their packers, the whole party would have been left afoot two hun-
dred miles from the nearest chance of aid. The canyon where the
animals were recovered has been known ever since as “Recapture,”
although few people today know why. The same week and only a
day’s journey away, a second survey party escaped alive but lost all
its supplies and equipment after being under Indian fire for twenty-
four hours.

The men of the Hayden surveys were rugged individuals, de-
voted to their leader, their work, and each other. Holmes climbed
mountains as vantage points for his panoramas, and his journal re-
cords that, within three months one summer, he climbed eleven
Rocky Mountain peaks fourteen thousand feet high, more or less,
and many others. Returning to camp one evening, he surprised a
grizzly bear on the opposite side of a log and killed it with the last
cartridge in his pocket. It is fitting that his colleagues of the period
gave his name to two mountains, one in Utah and the other in
Wyoming.

In addition to his duties as artist, geologist, and leader of the
southwestern division in 1875, Holmes was asked to report upon all
prehistoric ruins encountered. This happy assignment was to provide
a new interest and alter the future course of his life. It resulted in his
first archeological report, “A Notice of the Ancient Remains of
Southwestern Colorado Examined in the Summer of 1875.” For the
next forty-five years Holmes was primarily an archeologist, and
among the 191 titles in his published bibliography for this period,
177 pertain to archeology and at least five of them still rank as classics
in their field.

In 1880, after a year’s study in European art museums, Holmes
was assigned the task of closing up the work of the Hayden surveys
which, with others, by act of Congress had been merged to form the
United States Geological Survey. During the next decade he led a
dual life: as geologist with the Survey and as artist and archeologist
with the Smithsonian Institution. He participated in the preparation
and installation, usually as the one in charge, of Smithsonian and
Survey exhibits for the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia, 1876,
the World’s Columbian Exposition at Chicago, 1893, and a dozen
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having a table consist of six players, two cutting in after each rubber.
So if he could find a partner he played billiards. In both the card-
room and the billiard room he was very jovial—usually. Occasion-
ally, however, a bridge partner would make an unusually stupid
play (some bridge players display marked genius in that direction),
which would elicit a sharp remark from Dr. Howard. But he never
failed to apologize later, often calling the culprit on the telephone
the next day to make amends. A favorite saying of his was, “No one
can stay mad with me very long.” And nobody ever could.

Few American scientific men have received as many honors as Dr.
Howard, not only in his own country but also from Italy, France,
Canada, England, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland,
Imperial Russia, South Africa, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Spain,
Portugal, Mexico, and Chile. Yet he never changed. It has been said
that scientific men avoid the tribulations of amassing wealth, and
are occupied with the work they love. They are contented, but not
static; curious but not acquisitive. They do not work to be able to
stop work, but they outline long programs of investigation, study,
and research which keeps them young in the anticipation of accom-
plishment. This might well have been written of Dr. Howard. When
he died, on May 1, 1950, at the advanced age of ninety-three, a
great scientist and a beloved spirit departed this earth.

AusTIiN H. CLARK

WILLIAM JAY HALE

DuRING THE THREE DECADES of his active associa-
tion with the Cosmos Club, perhaps no member inspired more stir-
ring discussions on a wider variety of subjects—scientific, sociological,
political, and otherwise—than did Dr. William Jay Hale, who on
last August 8 forsook the narrow habitat of mere man for the univer-
sal cosmos. Whether his boundless curiosity has since disturbed the
harmonious system of the firmament is a matter for conjecture. That
some solar observatories report that sunspots have flared with un-
usual brilliance and cosmic rays have been acting in rather peculiar
fashion of late may be but a coincidence. More than likely, however,
as this man of many talents gazes down, with his contagious chuckle,
he is saying:












318 THE COSMOS CLUB

cine for several years in his native Pennsylvania and elsewhere. For
the remainder of his life he took an active part in the civic and cul-
tural life of his adopted city. In his declining years he resigned from
the Club, effective January 1, 1895. On December 31, 1894, the
Club had 263 resident and 86 nonresident members.

Toner was an avid collector and a prolific writer in the fields of
medicine, history, and biography. He made significant contributions
to the history of American medicine and was a pioneer in the writing
of biographies of leading American medical men. A considerable
number of his early writings are listed in the enormous work pre-
pared by John Shaw Billings (President of the Club in 1886 and
1887), Index-Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon-General’s Office, United
States Army. In addition to publishing such items as “A Paper on the
Propriety and Necessity of Compulsory Vaccination,” he wrote Free
Parks and Camping Grounds; Or Sanitariums for the Sick and Debilitated
Children of Large Cities During the Summer Months, 1872. For Van
Nostrand in New York he prepared the Dictionary of Elevations and
Climatic Register of the United States, 1874. His Notes on the Burning of
Theatres and Public Halls, 1876, dealt with causes of these catastrophes
and offered suggestions as to how they could be avoided.

Dr. Toner wrote several precise and well-documented works deal-
ing with the history of American medicine. One of these is entitled
The Medical Men of the Revolution, published in 1876. Another, en-
titled Anniversary Oration Delivered Before the Medical Society of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, September 26, 1866, is an excellent treatment of the
history of medicine in the District of Columbia to 1866. In the Anni-
versary Oration he included the name and exact location of each hos-
pital and each building used as a hospital in Washington during the
Civil War. He also inserted a list of productions written or edited and
articles contributed to medical journals by professional men no
longer living in 1866 but who had lived in Washington for a large
part of their lives. Like quite a few of Toner’s writings, the Anniversary
Oration began and ended rhetorically, as was typical of his time. The
first two and a half pages and the last three-quarters of a page of the
eighty sound somewhat like 2 Daniel Webster speech. In general,
Toner’s writings are neither cumbersome nor dull. Some of his his-
torical writings, and perhaps some of his medical, are still important.
His “Washington in the Forbes Expedition of 1758, published
several months after his death, is written delightfully and continues
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and a great portraitist whose works included the first Mrs. Woodrow
Wilson, the late Gilbert Grosvenor of the National Geographic Soci-
ety, Admiral Nimitz of World War II fame, and many another great
and small personage. His paintings have hung in numerous galleries
in Chicago, New York’s Metropolitan, Versailles, Paris Salon, St.
Louis, Washington, and elsewhere.

He was born June 7, 1879, in Washington. He attended Wood-
bury School, then Massachusetts Institute of Technology, moon-
lighting meanwhile at an art school, but he left MIT before gradua-
tion, impatient with being required to study French, going then to
France where he studied at the Sorbonne and at L’Ecole des Beaux
Arts. (His French remained poor throughout his life, nevertheless!)
At MIT at the turn of the century, he acquired the taste for science
that influenced his long career as artist and colorist. L’Ecole des
Beaux Arts brought out his talent for portraiture. Cosmos members
need go no farther afield than the Club precincts to view the beauti-
ful painting of the mansion at Mount Vernon (1946) and the por-
traits of Samuel W. Stratton (1930) and Matthew Fontaine Maury
(the latter a color reproduction of a painting of unknown date).
Some may have seen the delicately colored lunar globe at the Na-
tional Geographic Society, painted long before the day of our Apollo
astronauts.

He had been prevented by his mother from enlisting in the Span-
ish-American War, but, in 1917, stirred by the prevalent war clouds,
he responded to the call, becoming a Navy machinist’s mate in the
unbeautiful clothes of a bluejacket. The Navy, worried over the sub-
marine menace and the need to camouflage the ships, was casting
about for help. At a meeting it was said by a lecturing scientist that
the Navy already had a specialist handy in the person of the unas-
suming Bittinger. Secretary of the Navy Daniels promptly sent for
the painter-scientist, and, during a later briefing when Bittinger was
standing at the rear, Daniels arrived, grabbed him by the arm, and
escorted him up front, to the lifted eyebrows of the assembled brass.
From then on, he was lionized in the highest circles, being personally
invited to dine at the White House—probably the only such invita-
tion ever issued to an enlisted sailor. All this seemed too much for the
proud Washington Society; so it wasn’t long before the situation was
adjusted by the appearance of gold stripes on those talented sleeves,
from which starting point he rose in due course to the rank of captain.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Nonsubstantive references to the Board of Management,
Club committees (House, History, Admissions, Art, Finance, etc.), various
houses the Club has occupied, and names of rooms in the Clubhouse appear
in the book so frequently (or, as the scholars put it, passim) that they are not
included in the index, except by the whim of the indexer, who is given to long
sentences and who takes this opportunity to hope (probably futilely) that this
is the last book he will have to index and to quote Jonathan Swift’s comment
on indexes from his On the Mechanical Operation of the Spirit (c. 1740): “There
are men who pretend to understand a book by scouting through the index:
as if a traveler should go about to describe a palace when he has seen nothing

but the privy”. — P.H.O.
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condescending and felt it ignored the right of members of an
organization to change its character. The Board’s view that
“discussion of this issue in Club publications would serve only to
heighten debate and increase divisiveness” further irritated those who
opposed existing Club policy.

The Board of Management decided to take a step beyond merely
expressing its views on the controversy. In a May 10, 1985,
Memorandum on Cosmos Club Membership Policy, it announced a
new policy on admissions by which any nominee for membership in
the Cosmos Club would be asked to sign a statement “affirming that
he is aware that the Cosmos Club is a men’s club, that such fact will
not embarrass him, and that he has no present intention to work
actively to change it.” (The latter clause was withdrawn by the Board
on August 6, 1985.)

The May 10 Memorandum enabled the dissidents to transform
the membership debate into something more: indeed, despite the
Board’s denial of any such intention or meaning, they now raised the
issue of free speech within the Club and the imposition of what some
characterized as a “loyalty oath” for members or potential members.

Against a background of increasingly sharp exchanges between
the Concerned Members and the Board of Management, the Board
on August 6, 1985 addressed a disciplinary letter to Samuel Hayes.
Hayes defended, resorting at this point to the use of legal counsel.
The Board subsequently passed a resolution officially cautioning him.

These events stimulated a new “Coalition to Uphold the Bylaws
and Free Speech in the Cosmos Club,” which, on October 29, 1985,
called for a meeting on November 26 to discuss a possible counter
move. The Past Presidents United to Preserve the Cosmos Club (this
time thirteen in number), came forward in support of the Board’s
action with a communication of November 20, 1985 attacking a “small
band of militant members” as “in effect an outside activist group
operating within the Club, performing like a club within a club for
hostile purposes.”

The antagonisms evident in the debate at this time were
reflected in the contested elections of January 21, 1985 and January
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23, 1988, and a decision was expected in the summer of 1988.

In the months prior to the accession of Tedson J. Meyers to the
presidency of the Club in May 1988 it was clear that the Club was
hopelessly deadlocked. Efforts to keep the “women issue” a “family
matter,” to be solved without rancor, had clearly failed. The press
feasted on the debate. Repeated publication of private Club
information in the Washington Post seemed to be prima facie
evidence of the validity of the charge that at least some who opposed
the Club’s membership policy were responsible for the “leaks.”
Although clearly due in part to the physical disruption of the Club’s
ongoing renovation project, Club income was falling with a decline
in new members and an increase in resignations. Tedson Meyers con-
cluded that the Club was not warring against some outside force; it
was warring against itself, and in the process was unwittingly
tearing itself apart. Though the Board had adopted a resolution on
May 27, 1986, to permit the editor of the Cosmos Club Bulletin to
publish a Supplement in which discussion of matters of interest to
Club members could be aired, some still felt that the discussion was
bottled up. Four communications were published at that time, one
being the Club’s official statement on the Nathanson bill amending
the D. C. Human Rights law, passage of which would have
heightened the Club’s vulnerability to being classified as a public
accommodation.

But the Board of Management was not as adamantine as it might
have seemed. By the fall of 1987 more than one Board member had
concluded that a change in the membership rules was needed. This
may have “broken the ice,” as one member put it, and the conditions
for a reconsideration of the issue were thus laid. The Board, under
President John B. Farmakides, appointed a Committee on Options
chaired by Meyers, which, after considering various alternatives, such
as moving the Club to Virginia, recommended the admission of
women as the most appropriate alternative. The prospect of
continued warfare, both internal and external, and the difficulty of
overcoming a likely adverse determination of the District’s Office of
Human Rights were clearly influencing the Board members, as they
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pondered alternatives. They were also influenced by oral arguments
on February 23, 1988, before the Supreme Court, when the case of
New York State Club Association v. City of New York was heard. After
listening to the questions asked by the justices of those arguing the
case, one of the Board members attending noted that the “feeling hit
both of us at the same time, and with a real sense of certainty,” that the
Cosmos Club needed to settle the membership question as soon as
possible and before the Supreme Court decided the New York case.

THE DEBATE ON THE ADMISSION OF WOMEN;
REesoLuTION, 1988

About a month before he became president in May of 1988,
Meyers called 40 influential members of the Club, one after the other,
saying that he proposed, when he became president, to bring the
women membership issue to a resolution in a way that he hoped
would heal rather than allow the wounds to continue to fester. He
had reached the judgment in his own mind, as had most of the Club’s
leadership, that the Club should admit women. Emphasizing that he
was not insisting on a particular result, Meyers asked each of these
members whether he could count on his support if Meyers pursued
an approach to lay out the issue for decision and begin a healing
process, and virtually all agreed.

Helping Meyers was the fact that, like many members known as
conservatives on the issue, he was not hostile to the aspirations of
women to join the Club, although he accepted the validity of a men’s
club. But he had seen that the way in which various partisans had
dealt with the issue had created ill will, and believed that explication
of the realities facing the Club would enable the Club, for its own
reasons, to come to a resolution one way or another. In his remarks
on assuming the presidency at the end of the May 7, 1988, annual
meeting, he stated that the issue was not whether the Cosmos Club
might remain a club for men, but whether it should remain a club for
men. Meyers asserted that the decision should be made in the
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forum: history, legalistics, options, and the future. Points and data
were provided to those addressing the forums and a format for
presentation was carefully laid out. Co-chairmen - some of whom
previously had represented opposing points of view - and, in some
cases, respondents and rapporteurs, were appointed. Each forum was
limited to two hours, the bulk of the time to be devoted to
discussion and commentary from the floor. The perception of the
purpose of the forums varied with the members and their views as to
whether the Club would (in the case of those convinced that the change
would come) or should (in the case of those still in doubt) admit
women: those closest to the leadership saw the purpose to provide
convincing arguments to those already persuaded and to persuade
those still reluctant to accept change.

On May 26, 1988, while the forums were underway, the Board
of Management issued a dramatic memorandum to Club members
declaring its unanimous support for the proposed change in Article I,
Section 1, of the Club Bylaws so that it would read “This Club shall
be composed of individuals of distinction, character and sociability
(a) who . ...” The proposed change had been announced at the May
7, 1988 Annual Meeting as the subject of the June 18 special meeting.
The Members for the Cosmos Club, which had come to see the change
to admit women as necessary to the Club’s survival, weighed in with
its powerful support in a mailing to all members on June 10.

The 1988 vote on the women issue was held on June 18, because
John Wesley Powell, the Club’s founder, recorded in his diary that on
June 18, 1869 he found himself trapped perilously on a ledge high in
the Grand Canyon of the Colorado River unable to go up or down.
In order to save himself, Powell, who had lost an arm in the Civil
War, had to shift his only hand to catch the trousers of a
companion dangled from the ledge above him. Meyers saw Powell’s
predicament as analogous to that of the Cosmos Club in that, trapped

in a situation where it was almost impossible to go forward or
backward, it had to take decisive action to resolve the dilemma.

When, at the June 18th meeting, the vote (a standing vote) to amend
the membership clause was called for from the floor by Walter E.
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Washington, former mayor of Washington, the results were
overwhelming: 774 for the admission of women, 14 opposed, and 12
abstentions, a better than 98% affirmative vote in favor of an action
that had been consistently turned down in the past. Although the
result was expected, its near unanimity stunned the members.

The historic vote on Saturday, June 18, 1988 was followed by a
second innovation: a press conference outside the Garden Dining Room
to announce the results of the meeting to the press. Meyers recognized
that in Washington there are no secrets and no privacy, even in the
White House. Rather than standing on the private
character of Club business, he attempted to put the Club in the best
possible light with the media by explaining its decision frankly,
authoritatively, and in a timely manner. In this press conference he
reiterated his belief that the Club’s membership policy should be
decided in the clubhouse and not in the courthouse.

The Cosmos Club’s decision preceded the announcement of
another vote: that of the Supreme Court on Monday, June 20, in the
New York Club case. The Supreme Court’s unanimous vote
rejecting the New York State Club Association’s facial challenge to the
constitutionality of the New York club law would, in all
likelihood, have made the Cosmos Club’s debate on the issue
superfluous had it preceded, rather than followed, the Cosmos Club
~ vote. By issuing its decision when it did, the Supreme Court seemed to
give greater significance to the Cosmos Club decision as the
product of the Club’s own internal debate rather than of outside
coercion.

Some members expressed regret that the era of gentlemen’s clubs,
as they had known them, seemed now at an end. But whether they saw
the change as caused by the changing character of the membership
(too many lawyers and administrators and not enough scientists, in the
opinion of more than one) or of coercive forces in the world around
them, virtually all accepted the change with grace and
credited the presidents, John Farmakides and Tedson Meyers, who
had guided the Club through the difficult period of change.
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RESURGENCE AND REVITALIZATION, 1988-1994

Since the resolution of “the women issue” and the end of the
contentiousness associated with that debate, there has been a surge in
activities at the Club. The annual report for 1989 did not exaggerate
when it described the 111th year of the Club as one of “unprecedented
vitality.” Both sides in the debate had seen the need to “revitalize” the
Club, although they differed on the means by which it should be
brought about. The Club has seen sharp increases in the use of its
dining facilities, in part because of the resolution of the women
question, and in part because of the upgrading of physical facilities
that was completed in early 1991.

Architect George E. Hartman, Jr., when Chairman of the
Planning and Development Committee in 1986, outlined the
ambitious plans that culminated, five years later, in the physical
re-creation of the Club. First order of business was the need to relo-
cate the kitchen from the northeast corner of the building, where the
ancient floor supports had been rotted by decades of seepage, to a
more serviceable position adjacent to the dining rooms and
auditorium. The Heroy Room and fountain area were projected to
be relocated and combined to create an enhanced new Heroy Room.
Improved acoustics and a new skylight were planned for the Garden
Dining Room, and the Smith Room was built to anchor the east end
of the dining area. A proper First Floor Bar was envisioned, adjacent
to the East Garden, patterned on that in the Old Members’ Dining
Room on the second floor. Undergirding these immediately
noticeable changes were provisions for enlarging the kitchen areas,
improving access for members and service from the rear parking
areas, and incorporating new lavatories for women.

The renovations to the kitchen were completed early in March
1988. An “Open House” to celebrate completion of the entire project
was held on March 2, 1991. As the Cosmos Club Bulletin put it, the
sculpted fountain that formerly graced the downstairs dining room
“now. . .stands reincarnated in all its bubbling glory as the main
feature of the new Heroy Room.” The most striking features of the
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new installation were the sense of light and openness, extending from
the West to the East Gardens, the elegance of the columned corridors
leading to the several entrances to the dining room, and the general
air of refinement, highlighted by the re-encased Spode china
originally loaned by the late Rudolf E. Schoenfeld (*52).

Enthusiasm for continuing the work carried through to the
renovation of the Powell Auditorium, now more easily served from
the revamped kitchen, although the auditorium had not been included
in the original plans. Complementing the enhanced elegance of the
downstairs dining room, the upstairs dining room, benefiting from a
remodeled second-floor kitchen, and following a trend among clubs
with two dining rooms, was set aside as a grill room, devoted to
informal dining for those in a greater hurry.

The cases that previously had contained the Spode china were
removed in December 1992 from the two large doorways between
the Warne Lounge and the newspaper room. The opened doorways
recreated the dramatic vistas and perspectives of the original design,
and the doorways now may be closed during concerts or private
functions. The refurnishing of the Warne Lounge was
completed in April 1992.

Major credit for the building renovation must go to two previous
presidents, architect George Hartman, who chaired the original
Planning Committee, and saw much of the renovation through
during his period as president, and John Farmakides, who, on assum-
ing the role of president of the Club in 1987, listed the rebuilding and
renovation project as his principal objective. The “Clerk of the Works,”
Thomas B. Owen, bore the heavy burden of seeing the
actual construction through to its successful completion, working with
project architect David H. Condon and the Club General Manager.
Overall cost of the renovation excluding the Powell Auditorium was
approximately $7.2 million, of which $5.4 million was funded by long
term bank financing and the remainder by Club and related sources
including the Capital Campaign.

With the reconstitution and improvement of the Club’s physical
character, there has been an increased focus upon the quality of the
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the subject of global warming. Vice President Albert Gore had
invoked Revelle - his former teacher at Harvard - in support of his
more apocalyptic views on the subject. While the issue was in
litigation in a Massachusetts court, the co-author won
retraction and an apology from the critic.

The second number of Cosmoswas issued in May 1992, the third
in 1993, and the fourth in 1994. The publication has met with a
continuing favorable reaction.

The articles of incorporation of the Cosmos Club in 1878
provided for “the acquisition and maintenance of a library,” and 47
volumes and a few periodicals were assembled by the end of the first
year. Today, the library contains more than 7,000 volumes and 150
periodicals, and is maintained in good order by an efficient staff
librarian, Mrs. Lura Young. The Club has boasted among its
members, since its founding in 1878, every Librarian of Congress
except one, an individual who died in 1897 after serving for only a
year and a half. The quality of the Cosmos Club library is not to be
wondered at, considering the oversight provided by some of the Club’s
distinguished members, past and present, several of whom are at
present classified as “librarians.”

Not the least significant sign of the expanding vitality of the Club
is the recently installed exercise facility in the Clubhouse annex. Long
a will-o’-the-wisp of Club planning, it has now become a reality.

A measure of the love of members for the Club and its clubhouse
is the extraordinary extent to which they have contributed to several
funds associated with the Club. The Cosmos Club Historic
Preservation Foundation was granted tax-exempt status by the
Internal Revenue Service on February 10, 1987. As of November 30,
1994 the Foundation had collected more than $516,000, which has
been used to repair the building structure and facade, to repair the
Fontana del Tacca fountain in the East Garden, to prepare a historic
structures report of the Townsend Mansion, to collect copies of
original architectural plans and drawings of the house, and for other
worthy purposes. John Farmakides and Seymour Alpert played key
roles in ensuring the success of the Foundation.
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The Capital Campaign Fund, designed to assure the continued
health of the Club and its home, was initiated in 1989 under the
leadership of J. Patrick Hayes. Through November 30, 1994, it had
raised the extraordinary total of $1,248,000, with 6 gifts in the $20,000
and over range. These funds, together with a $332,000 contribution
from the Cosmos Club Historic Preservation Foundation, have been
applied to construction or reduction of the Club’s renovation debt.

Support for the Cosmos Club Foundation, established in 1967
and dedicated to the advancement of the arts, literature, humanities
and sciences, has also been strong. A tax-exempt organization, it en-
courages college seniors to continue scholarly work through its
annual Young Scholars Award in cooperation with the 12 universities
and colleges in the Washington area. Its annual McGovern Award
Lecture program recognizes leaders in art, science, the humanities
and literature.

A benefit of Club membership that is sometimes overlooked by
members is the extensive network of reciprocal relationships with
clubs around the world. The earliest relationship, begun in 1933 and
still going strong, was with the St. Botolph Club, located in Boston’s
Back Bay. Suitable clubs are spotted by the energetic Committee on
Reciprocity, and now exceed 90 in number. A Cosmos Club
member can now travel around the world and rarely be far from his
or her “club.”

THE CHANGING MEMBERSHIP

Among the most notable changes in Club life has been the
changing proportion of certain professional groups represented in
the Club membership. As the Ad Hoc Committee on Goals noted in
1986, the percentage of new members admitted in engineering and
the physical, life, and medical sciences dropped from 73% in 1964 to
33% in 1984, but rose again to 52% in 1985. At the same time the
categories of public service, law, the humanities and literature
reflected a converse change. Most notable among the individual
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than the parent’s, the Geological Society of Washington seeking a
more focused milieu than the parent could provide.” Most of the
Charter Members of the Geological Society (79 out of 109) were or
later became members of the Cosmos Club. Ten founders of the
Geological Society had also been Founders of the Cosmos Club
seventeen years before. The first meeting of the Society took place at
the Club, as have most subsequent meetings. Strains occasionally
occurred in the relationship, leading to a discussion in 1924 of whether
the Society should continue to meet at the Cosmos Club or switch to
the Interior Department Auditorium, where several meetings had been
held the previous year. Although the Auditorium was free while the
Cosmos Club charged $13.50 per meeting, “a rising vote [at a
meeting held in the Department of the Interior] showed 24 in favor
of meeting at the Cosmos Club; no one voted to continue to use the
Auditorium of the Department of the Interior.” The vote was
confirmed in a mail ballot. While some Society members, following
the move to the Massachusetts Avenue clubhouse, occasionally
“chafed under the restrictions of the Club’s dress code” and, before
the Club voted to accept women as full members, “objected to its
membership policies,” relations have generally been smooth. Of the
94 Presidents of the Geological Society in its first century, 72 have
been Cosmos members and one the spouse of a member. Six presi-
dents of the Geological Society have also been presidents of the
Cosmos Club. The moves to the suburbs of the Geological Survey,
the (former) Bureau of Standards, and other scientific agencies “have
weakened somewhat the active involvement of earth scientists in the
affairs of the Cosmos Club, but the associations, traditions, and
commonality of interests and values remain strong.”

While making amends for omissions and errors in the
Centennial History, the author acknowledges his falling into the
error of reporting that Franklin D. Roosevelt lived at the present
clubhouse as the guest of Sumner Welles prior to moving into the
White House. Daniel B. Krinsley pointed out that Welles invited
Roosevelt to stay with him, but Roosevelt did not. As a professional
historian, the author is aware of how easy it is to perpetuate error by
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